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Laurier groups
raise
tsunami aid
Graduate
students work
closely with
undergrads to
raise funds
MEGAN MACLEAN
Staff Writer
Since the huge natural disasterthat rocked Southeast Asia
and parts of Africa, people all
over the world have been scram-
bling to donate to international
assistance agencies all that they
can. It seems a vast majority of
countries, developed or not, have
been hit either directly or indi-
rectly by the massive tidal wave
that claimed over 155.000 lives,
and the response from the global
community has been overwhelm-
ing.
"It's heartening to
see... both graduate
and undergraduate
students working
together towards a
common cause."
- Stephen Hendricks, MSWSA
Chair
The same can be said for the
Laurier community. Spread over
campus, numerous student run
clubs and organizations have
shown their initiative and drive to
start Tsunami Relief fundraising
campaigns of their own to moti-
vate their fellow students to
donate their time and their funds.
One such leader, the on-cam-
pus liaison to Laurier Christian
Fellowship, Matt Woodall, has
headed a committee where all
those interested, whether part of a
campus club or not, can come out
to organize and coordinate then-
relief effort ideas, making the
fundraising as efficient and effec-
tive as possible.
This temporary committee is
there to provide all the clubs and
volunteers with the necessary
support and resources while
allowing each club to advance
their own fundraising ideas such
as benefit concerts, information
and collection booths and tourna-
ments, such as the benefit poker
tournament held last week by a
fraternity.
Woodall hopes to raise up to
$100,000 but hasn't set a strict
target, and is greatly encouraged
by the quick response of volun-
teers and the sizeable donations
of students who are often on tight
budgets.
"I can't say that I'm particu-
larly surprised with the response
on Laurier's campus; students
here are always willing to help,''
says Woodall, alluding to how
much is raised for Shinerama
every year.
In addition, as Stephen
Hendricks, chair of the MSWSA
(Masters of Social Work Students
Association) mentions, "It's
heartening to see, for the first
time in my career, both graduate
and undergraduate students
working together towards a com-
mon cause."
All these funds will be fun-
nelled to the Red Cross, chosen
out of other assistance organiza-
tions because of its continued his-
tory of international efforts and
its emphasis on planning for the
long term.
Woodall adds that he is per-
sonally partial to the Red Cross
because, "they actually have peo-
ple on the ground over there, in
the places that actually need it."
Any funds that were received by
January 11 were to be matched
dollar- for dollar by the federal
government.
However, not all students
believe that the Red Cross is nec-
essarily the best organization to
contribute their funds. WLLJSU
director Nick Murphy is encour-
aging students to give to groups
who actually fund direct action.
He recommends Via Compesina,
since he claims their monetary
donations go directly to farmers
and fishermen in Cambodia and
Sri Lanka.
"They have their own ideals
as to how a project of this magni-
tude should be," he says. "It's
empowering."
He notes that other large
organizations inherently take a
portion of donations to fund
advertising and the hierarchy.
"There's a lot of cultural prob-
lems there," he says.April Cunningham
Volunteers stand over a donation-money filled water-bottle in the
Concourse on Tuesday.
April Cunningham
Graduate student volunteers from the Masters of Social Work program (above) were busy soliciting
donations from students in the Concourse on Monday and Tuesday. The MSW effort was able to con-
tribute $3825 on behalf of the Laurier Students Tsunami Relief Fund just in time to have their sizable
donation matched by the federal government, which translates into $7650.
Dental plan to be
added to election
referendum
Students to be
vote on new
WLUSU plan
STEPHANIE VOLLICK
Staff Writer
The pearly whites of Laurier
may be getting a little more
attention if a referendum ques-
tion to he asked on election bal-
lots is passed by the student
body. The question proposes the
idea of a dental plan for all
WLU students, with the option
fo 'opt-out' with proof of alter-
native coverage.
"All that the Students' Union
is trying to do here is provide
options to students. Our health
plan office has received numer-
ous calls asking about whether
we have a dental plan," sa>s
Steve Welker, WLUSU presi-
dent. "So what we're trying
to do is address the perceived
"The Students' Union
is trying to provide
options to students"
- Steve Welker, WLUSU president
'
need that we think exists. And if
we're wrong about this we'll
find out on February 3."
The exact annual amount for
the plan and the percentage of
dental coverage it will provide
are still under debate. "We're
still trying to hammer it out,"
Welker admits.
Welker says the plan is like-
ly to cost between $100 and
$120 depending on the coverage
it will provide.
- Please see Tsunami, page 2 -Pleasesee Dental, page 2
The fundraising on campus
has not stopped since the govern-
ment deadline, and many benefit
events are planned for the near
future, including a Tsunami
Relief Day on January 25 which
is currently under organization by
Deborah Currie, Manager of
Cultural Affairs on campus and
Dawn Wharnsby, Laurier's
Graphic Designer.
"It is definitely
necessary to have
ongoing events."
- Dawn Wharnsby, WLU Graphic
Designer
The day is being planned to
include short musical and other
entertainment events that will
take place at different times all
over campus. Brantford campus
is also on board and Currie is
working to sign on performers to
entertain students during the day
while continuing to raise money.
This day is also designed to
show that the contribution from
the Laurier community is greatly
appreciated and, as Wharnsby
points out, the fundraising will
not stop there.
"It is definitely necessary to
have ongoing events and
fundraising and not ignore the
issue after the initial push is
over," she says.
However, after all the
fundraising ceases on campus,
the money that has been collected
by the various groups will be
pooled together in a temporary
account set up by WLUSU and
presented to the Red Cross as the
Laurier community's substantial
contribution in a ceremonial set-
ting.
For anyone that wishes to vol-
unteer their time collecting
money please contact Matt at
kwtsunamirelief@gmail.com or
to volunteer on Tsunami Relief
Day contact Deborah at dcur-
rie@wlu.ca. Students can also
visit www.viacampesina.org for
an alternative donation method.
For preventative maintenance
at check-ups and minor restora-
tions like fillings, WLUSU is
aiming to make the coverage 80
to 90 percent.
Additional procedures that are
less frequent such as an
abscessed tooth or the removal of
wisdom teeth will be covered but
to a much smaller extent. Welker
explained, "There would be cov-
erage but a smaller portion." He
estimates it could be 20 or 30 per-
cent for an $800 procedure, for
example.
He added that there could be a
limit to how many wisdom teeth
a student cOuld get removed with
coverage in a year. He estimated
that only two teeth could be
removed in one year under the
plan.
Regarding the price, Welker
commented, "It's just a matter of
the percent of the coverage. You
can provide 100 percent coverage
for everything but then you have
to. pay up to $600 a year. We're
trying to find that balance
between the coverage that will
benefit the students and such a
high price per year that makes it
inaccessible."
"What we're trying to
do is address the
perceived need that
we think exists. If
we're wrong about
this we'll find out
February 3."
- Steve Welker, WLUSU President
If the dental plan is voted in, it
will be mandatory for all students
who do not provide proof that
they already have coverage.
Welker stated the reason for this
is that, "the insurance companies
need a guarantee before they can
offer a rate." The more people
who get the plan through the
school, the better the rate will be
for everyone involved.
University of Waterloo has
made a deal with 37 dentists in
the community, so when UW stu-
dents present their student cards
they receive from five to 30 per-
cent off dental work.
When asked if Laurier intends
to enter a similar agreement with
the dentists, Welker replied, "We
at this time have no intention of
creating that type of network but
we could easily ease into it if we
wanted to." He said that some
students prefer to keep their
home dentists and get their work
done during the holidays. In other
respects, Welker claims that the
dental plan will be reasonably
similar to that of UW.
Contributed Photo
This guy has serious dental issues. Too bad he isn't covered under the proposed Laurier dental plan. He
may nave been able to have his cavities and regular check-ups covered for up to 90 percent.
News
Senate reviews weekend exam policy
McCracken, Piscitelli propose
academic consistency, reduction
of final exams in 24 hour period
ADRIAN MA
Staff Writer
Aproposal aiming to formal-ize exam deferral policies
and eliminate weekend examina-
tions was presented to the Senate
in a committee meeting this past
Monday. WLUSU director Fraser
McCracken and WLUSU Vice-
President: University Affairs
Anthony Piscitelli, outlined pro-
posed motions that sought to
address the inconsistencies of
mid-term deferral policies
between faculties and the lack of
flexibility for students in exam
scheduling.
One key proposal suggested
that the Senate committee for-
malize and submit to Senate a
regulation limiting the number of
consecutive final examinations
that a student must write.
As it stands, Wilfrid Laurier
University allows students to
defer a final examination if they
have three within a 24-hour peri-
od. This policy has not been for-
malized, however, and does not
apply to mid-term examinations.
Another key proposal called
for the end of weekend examina-
tions and tests.
Two chief motivations are
behind this proposal: first, to give
students time to recuperate and
prepare for the coming week, and
second, to make it easier for
employed students who work
during the weekend.
"What warrants a
deferral in one class,
in another class
warrants 'congratu-
lations, you got zero
on that test."
- Anthony Piscitelli, WLUSUVP:
University Affairs
"I think there are two things
that we really need," says
McCracken. "First of all, we need
the policies in place, which is part
of our recommendations. Second
of all, we need [to generate] stu-
dent awareness and part of that is
our own responsibility as the
Students' Union to inform stu-
dents."
McCracken added that it is
also a responsibility of the uni-
versity to make sure that the aca-
demic regulations are clear, that
professors are aware of them and
that professors can effectively
communicate them.
Feasibility, however, remains
an obstacle in implementing such
proposals, with the Senate com-
mittee reluctant to do more than
promise to find more space for
students to write exams. Such a
response is unsatisfactory to
Piscitelli.
"What warrants a deferral in
one class, in another class war-
rants 'congratulations you got
zero on that test'," he says. "To
me, there are consistency issues
already out in play and what
we're trying to do is bring it back
into attention and say these are
things that we do need to start
being cognizant of."
Piscitelli and McCracken
remain determined to bring these
issues to WLU's attention, but
both understand that any real pol-
icy change will take time.
"We weren't expecting wide-
sweeping regulations or central-
ized scheduling. Even taking
small steps, maybe try and get the
business first year course.and the
economics first year course on
different dates — just try and get
the ball rolling," says Piscitelli.
McCracken wants students
who are upset to step forward. "If
students are experiencing these
sort of problems, we would
encourage them to come to the
student government, attend board
meetings and let us know, and
we're perfectly willing to look
into ways we can help these stu-
dents."
News Bites
CHILDKILLER
The Globe and Mail reported that
the Waterloo Regional Police
have recently arrested and are in
the process of charging a woman
with the first degree murder of
her two infant children over the
course of four years.
After receiving new informa-
tion from, an undisclosed source,
the police opened an investiga-
tion into what was once believed
to be a case of Sudden Infant
Death Syndrome or SIDS.
The woman is currently fac-
ing trial in Guelph.
GET YOUR ELECTION ON
Nomination packages for the
upcoming WLUSU and WLUSP
elections are now available. Any
person interested in getting
involved in student politics can
pick up a package at the Graduate
Students Association Office,
P2092 and the WLUSU Front
Desk.
The Packages are due at 12
pm on January 19 at WLUSU
Front Desk.
CREDIT CARD CRIME WAVE
Pictured above is a woman that
the Waterloo Regional Police are
looking for in connection with a
series of transactions made with
stolen credit cards in Brantford
and Guelph in December of 2004.
Anyone with information is urged
to call Crime Stoppers 1 800 222
TIPS.
Dental plan in works
For $ 120, students may receive
up to 90% coverage on check-ups
- Dental, from cover
Students quick to
give time and cash
- Tsunami, from cover
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NATIONAL
Lots to share
l
! Canada.com reported that
! Canada has jumped into the top
! five of international aid contrib-
; utors to the recent natural disas-
; ter in Asia with a total aid pack-
; age valued at $425 million. The
! current total aid was increased
! from $80 million which Prime
! Minister Paul Martin
! announced last weekend. The
; aid package includes $150 mil-
; lion that is being donated to
! match private donations by
! Canadians.
I
I
I
; PROVINCIAL
; New power house
i
l
1 Jan Carr has been named the
! first chief executive of the
! Ontario Power Authority
I reports Canada.com.
; Maintaining a necessary supply
; of electricity for the province is
i the goal of the freshly created
i agency. "This is the first organ-
! ization of its kind in Ontario. I
! have great confidence that Jan
I will successfully lead the OPA
; and help us restore balance and
; stability to Ontario's electricity
! sector," said Energy Minister
! Dwight Duncan.
I
; MUNICIPAL
; Solution to the problem
I
l
| ITBusiness.ca reported that
! Conestoga College is creating a
! degree program in health infor-
j matics management which is
; set to help fill in some of the
| many in-demand healthcare
! roles that Ontario and Canada
! at large has.
I
I
'
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5 Day Action News
Weather Forecast
NEXT centre opens: SBE
ROBERT BENNETT
Staff Writer
It is truly an auspicious occasion
at Laurier. The NEXT research
centre for pre-organizations has
been launched for the purpose of
studying how new ventures in the
early stages of development can
utilize emerging technologies.
The Nascent Entrepreneurship
and the Exploitation of
Technology will chiefly be con-
cerned with helping developing
organizations typically under the
thumb of a single entrepreneur.
The centre will be appropriately
found in the Laurier School of
Business and Economics (SBE).
Director of the NEXT
research centre, Benson Honig,
proudly stated that with the
launch of the program, Laurier is
now "the number one university
for entrepreneurship in Canada."
He says that Laurier's great
reputation will lead to an
increased demand for Laurier
graduates and ultimately, higher
paying jobs.
It has taken a little over a year
to get approval and receive fund-
ing from various committees.
And according to Honig, all the
hard work looks like it will pay
off.
NEXT has already made
Laurier history, as 10 industry
professionals and researchers
from all over Canada participated
in a seminar last Friday to kick
off the program where one could
learn "five times as much as you
would in a typical lecture [on
entrepreneurship]," Honig says.
Honig advises that those that
are interested in partaking in the
research centre should have the
necessary organizational and
technical skills.
NEXT offers qualified stu-
dents the unique opportunity to
apply and develop their skill. He
further goes on to explain that the
centre "Is a unique learning
opportunity which most universi-
ty students do not get, and it costs
nothing but your time."
BagO'
CRIME
FALSE FIRE ALARM
4:30 am Saturday, January 1
Person(s) unknown caused a fire
alarm at St Clements House by
activating a pull station. There
was no sign of smoke or fire.
TRESPASS
4:04 pm Saturday, January 1
A local street person was found
in the foyer area of the King St
Residence. He was evicted and
charged with trespassing by
police.
FALSE FIRE ALARM
2:45 pm Monday, January 3
Person(s) unknown caused a fire
alarm in the Nichols Centre by
activating a pull station. There
was no sign of smoke or fire.
THEFT UNDER $5000
Wednesday, December 21 -
Monday, January 3
Two residents of a unit at
University Place reported the
theft of some personal belong-
ings while they were away. There
was no sign of forced entry.
Investigation continues.
THEFT UNDER $5000
1:30 am Tuesday, January 4
Person(s) unknown broke into a
vending machine on the first
floor of the Peters Building and
removed the coin box and what-
ever coin was in it.
Crime of the Week:
Get out!
ASSAULT
4:00 pm Wednesday, January 5
Officers reported to Little House
after receiving a report that a
male resident had been punched
and kicked as he entered the
building. Investigation continues.
MEDICAL ASSIST
9:37 am Tuesday, January 4
Officers, ambulance and fire
department responded to 202
Regina after receiving a report
that a woman was possibly hav-
ing a heart attack. Ambulance
personnel attended to her but she
refused any further medical
attention. She refused transporta-
tion home and left a short time
later on her own.
NOISE COMPLAINT
12:05 am Wednesday, January 5
Officers responded to the area
outside Little House after receiv-
ing a report that someone was
setting off fire crackers. They
were gone on arrival.
ASSIST POLICE
2:15 am Wednesday, January, 5
At the request of Regional
Police, officers attended a loca-
tion on King St. to assist with
three male WLU students who
were intoxicated and being
bilegerent. The three were spo-
ken to and sent on their way. The
matter will be forwarded to the
Judicial Affairs Council.
MEDICAL ASSIST
8:25 am Thursday, January 6
Officers and an ambulance
attended at the Athletic Complex
after receiving a report that a
female student fainted after using
a treadmill. She was transported
to hospital via ambulance for
observation and assessment.
COUNTERFEIT
12:10 pm Thursday, January 6
WLUSU staff reported receiving
a counterfeit twenty dollar bill in
one of their December deposits.
The bill was turned over to the
Regional Police Fraud Branch.
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SO YOU THINK YOU ARE A
SMARTY-PANTS?
I BET YOU CAN'T EVEN WRITE
A NEWS ARTICLE.
CARE TO PROVE ME WRONG?
884-0710 X 3564
CORD@WLUSP.COM
J
ESL Teacher Training Courses
■ Intensive 60-Hour Program
■ Classroom Management Techniques
■ Detailed Lesson Planning
■ Comprehensive Teaching Materials
■ Internationally Recognized Certificate
■ ]ob Guarantee Included
■ Thousands of Satisfied Students
Oxford Seminars
t-800-269-671 9 / 416-924-3240
Are you heading home for reading week?
Are you a first year student?
y Interested in sharing your
, Laurier experience with
students at your former
high school?
Learn more about Laurier's
Volunteer Visit Program
Tuesday January 25 2005
5:30 - 6:30 pm
Room NlOO2
For more information, please contact the liaison
office at ext. 3101 or liaison@wlu.ca
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Referenda refutation
Poorly worded
referenda
questions
means more
confusion for
voters
KISS. Keep it simple stupid:an easy rule that can be
applied to any number of things
and something that should have
definitely been considered by
both this years Students' Union
and Student Publications board
members in choosing and word-
ing their referenda questions.
Each year there are one or two
questions posed to the student
body come election day, usually
surrounding audited statements
for the organizations or an
increase in fees. Students then
simply check the 'yes' or 'no'
boxes, or rather, not check any-
thing at all and continue on, guilt
free even if it means they basical-
ly just said no to allowing anoth-
er refugee student attend Lauiier
which was the case two years
ago.
This year students will be met
with a total of four questions ,one
of which has two parts, plus the
typical auditing statement ques-
tions.
The questions surrounding
WLUSU include an "optional"
Dental Plan not exceeding $120
per year which would be added to
the already existing Health Plan
Fee, a mandatory fee of no more
than $40 per semester for a bus
pass and last, a change in By-Law
Number 23. Who even knows
what By-Law Number 23 is?
Don't try looking for an explana-
tion on your ballot because you
won't find it.
Without an explanation and
with so many questions being
asked, students are less likely to
vote on the questions, or, if they
do, are more likely to make an
uninformed or random selection.
With an already dwindling
voter turnout, Laurier can expect
students to disregard the referen-
da questions and go straight for
the meat of the vote - WLUSU
and WLUSP Presidential, Vice
Presidential and Director candi-
dates.
The only way of getting
around this is for students to take
interest and start running cam-
paigns for the questions. Students
need to be educated on what they
are voting for or against. And a
hike in student fees - something
these questions revolve around -
need to be explained in more than
one sentence.
On the other hand, the pream-
ble to WLUSP's question regard-
ing a $1.50 increase in their fee,
is a paragraph long. There's a lot
to say for keeping things short
and sweet. Voters want to know
what they are voting on, yes. But
they also want to get in and get
out. The attention span of an
undergraduate is so small that
chances are, most students won't
even read the large, bulky text
and will go straight for the dollar
sign and the word 'increase' and
quickly check no.
We know, there's no pleasing
us. But it is possible to keep the
questions and explanations as
simple as possible and to save the
long-windedness for the cam-
paigns students need to be organ-
izing.
It is difficult enough for vot-
ers to be informed on the repre-
sentatives that they choose to
elect. An abundance of referenda
questions should not be a stum-
bling point in this or any election
and that is why The Cord Weekly
is committed to explaining the
referendum questions in full in
the issue preceding the election
so that students can make
informed choices.
Editorial
The Darfur slide continues
With relief efforts succeeding in
Southeast Asia, attention needs
to be diverted back to Darfur
Kris Cote
International Editor
A little over a month ago, the
Darfur region of Western Sudan
was the global poster-boy for aid
and intervention. World leaders
were making media-friendly pil-
grimages to the troubled area and
every news development was a
global headline. But much has
changed in the past month and
the tsunami that struck Southeast
Asia and Africa has swept the
conflict off the political map.
At the same time that the con-
flict began being passed over by
the world's news media, govern-
ment and janjaweed attacks
began to escalate. This cruel situ-
ation is probably not a coinci-
dence and UN Secretary-General
Kofi Annan has issued the omi-
nous warning that the area "may
move into a period of intense vio-
lence unless swift action is
taken."
Throughout the conflict, gov-
! ernment bombers have destroyed
villages, while the janjaweed
militia has poisoned village water
supplies (often with the bodies of
their victims), used rape as a
weapon and have killed indis-
■ criminately. Seventy thousand
people are known to have been
killed in the past year and 1.7
million have been displaced from
their homes. If this is not consid-
ered a period of intense violence,
then what is to come will be truly
shocking.
Previously, global leaders like
our Prime Minister, Paul Martin,
had embraced the chance to end
Canada's
participation has been
limited to cash
donations to the
African Union whose
peacekeeping forces
are not up to the task
at hand.
the violence in Darfur with a
vigour that provided a glimmer of
hope. As newsreel pictures of
Martin, surrounded by children
waving Canadian flags, poured
in, the visual impact of the
images was backed by resolute
statements. For a time, it
appeared that the world would
come to Darfur's aid.
Since then, little action has
been taken and global politicians
have turned a blind-eye on
Darfur, jumping from one politi-
cally correct disaster to another.
To be honest, it's not just the
phoney responses by foreign
leaders that has stagnated interna-
tional efforts but the global polit-
ical system as well. The U.S. has
pushed the UN Security Council
to resolve the issue but their
efforts have been blocked by both
Russia and China.
Russia supplies the regime in
Khartoum with fighter jets, which
have been used to bomb villages
in Darfur, and fear that any UN
intervention will compromise
their recent two billion dollar
contract. China has extensive oil
interests in Sudan, including sev-
eral pipelines, and also fears a
damaged relationship.
The Arab world supports
Khartoum on principle, while the
European community opposes
any U.S. actions simply over
their opposition to the invasion of
Iraq. For their part, the U.S.
opposes efforts to try Sudanese
leaders in the International
Criminal Court because of their
opposition to the court.
Despite Martin's, and other
politicians high-flying rhetoric,
Canada's participation has essen-
tially been limited to cash dona-
tions to the African Union, whose
peacekeeping observer forces
have proven that they are not up
to the task at hand. It is all too
obvious that something else has
to be done to improve the situa-
tion in an effort to live up to our
'responsibility to protect.'
But with little media and pub-
lic focus on Darfur, it is unlikely
more action will be taken by
politicians. By all means, the cri-
sis in Asia has been averted and
the situation is under control. Our
undivided attention needs to be
transferred from Asia and fixed
on Darfur, where the same out-
pouring of support that followed
the tsunami would go a long way
to alleviating the region's suffer-
ing.
Fraser King
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Write to us!
letters@wlusp.com
Home, homo for
the holidays
Marcos Moldes
My So Called Gay Life
66XT0W even faggots can get
IN married and he still hasn't
popped the question" complained
my uncle's girlfriend at
Christmas Day dinner.
There it was in the middle of
my creme caramel, the word I
can't stand interrupting a dessert I
like to have with a dollop of dulce
de leche, not homophobia.
"Damn," I thought to myself.
In the two days of obligatory hol-
iday festivities the accursed "112"
word had remained noticeably
absent until dessert. Admittedly,
this was a vast improvement from
last year's "people are gay
because the media makes it look
cool" panel discussion but it
would be nice to make it through
a full course meal without having
a dollop of homophobia at all.
"There is no place like home,"
the famous phrase Dorothy says
in The Wizard of Oz (a popular
movie during the holidays) has
become an iconic pop cultural
phrase. We're taught that home is
the best place to be. Unlike
Dorothy, though, I was clicking
my heels and thinking 'there's no
place like my apartment.'
When I moved out, the idea of
being on my own seemed over-
whelming but now, four years
later, visits home for the holidays
seem pretty suffocating. I know
I'm not alone in thinking that the
holidays are stressful. Between
finishing finals and then jumping
into the stress of the season it
isn't easy for anybody. I nearly
had a nervous breakdown while
holiday shopping for my sister.
(If I had put as much energy into
solving geo-political issues as I
did into picking out a sweater
from Jacob for her I could proba-
bly have achieved peace in the
Middle East by reading week.)
The holidays are stressful for
everyone, not just queer people;
being from a different socio-eco-
nomic background than your
partner, being from a different
religion, being in an interracial
relationship, being transgender,
bisexual or homosexual, the holi-
days aren't conducive to being
'different' from your family's
expectations.
Don't get me wrong, the holi-
days aren't completely terrible.
Between the creme caramel and
the tie my sister got me I cleaned
up pretty well. (Tommy Hilfiger,
blue with pink accents; it coordi-
nates well with a pink shirt; final-
ly I have an excuse to wear pink!)
What bothers me about them is
the pretense that comes along
with the 'festive season.' Had a
friend of mine said the offending
remark I would have had no prob-
lem in putting them in their place
by speaking up. At my parents'
request, however, my 'differ-
ence,' has remained outside of the
knowledge of most of my extend-
ed family. Because of this I didn't
say anything; I finished my
dessert noticing it suddenly didn't
taste nearly as good as I remem-
ber it. That's the thing about the
holidays: we often remember
them to be a lot more wonderful
than they actually are.
Still, I consider myself lucky;
I have several family members
that are amazing. They accept me
and are incredibly supportive.
Maybe that's the secret of having
a really good holiday season, be
thankful for all you have
received, regardless of how tacky
the wrapping is.
Opinion
PM's tsunami response poor
Paul Martin's handling ofrelief
in Southeast Asia reactionary
and attention-seeking
Brendan Jones
Extra-value spiel
"We will be there to comfort, to
assist, to help in any way we can.
Not simply for a week or a month
or even a year, but for as long as
it takes and for as long as you
need us, because that is the
Canadian way."
This was how Prime Minister
Paul Martin announces that his
government is getting involved in
the schoolyard game of "my
tsunami relief package is bigger
than yours."
If disaster relief is truly and
exclusively "the Canadian way,'
then is Australia more Canadian
than Canada? After all, they are
the largest contributor of interna-
tional aid. Or is George W. Bush
a better Canadian than Paul
Martin? George was able to come
up with $10,000 of his own loot
to donate; yet our multi-million-
aire shipping tycoon Prime
Minister can't cough up even one
of his own dimes. Why simply
say we are going to help as much
as we can because it is the human
thing to do, when you can wrap
yourself in the Canadian flag
while you do it; right, Paul?
"This is a unique way of
allowing Canadians to come
together and share the emotions
of the moment and show it to the
world that Canadians do care."
This was what Paul Martin's gov-
ernment said when they felt the
need to describe what a national
day of mourning is all about.
When most countries have a
national day of mourning, do they
say it is to prove to the world that
'Canadians do care?' If you ask
me, that sounds like a national
day of boasting. But I'm sure that
Sri Lanka and Thailand will be
much better off now that Paul
threw in a national day of mourn-
ing instead of extra money, sup-
plies or equipment.
But don't think he hasn't been
busy.
Martin has been
reactionary to the
relief provided by other
nations and then
proudly steps up as
though disaster relief
was Ills idea all along.
Only the most generous of
nations weigh down the govern-
ments of tsunami-ravaged coun-
tries with more VIPs clogging up
helicopters better used for bang-
ing in food and fresh water. When
disaster strikes it's only the best
of friends that delay sending out
their response unit, supplies,
equipment and the needed emer-
gency funds for a week. In times
where every moment can be cru-
cial, it's only the most talented
crisis managers in the world that
have to fly back from vacation to
say it was OK to be on vacation.
_
To say the least, the response
from Martin's government has
not exactly been something to
brag about around the interna-
tional water cooler: continuously
upping or promising to increase
the amount of financial assis-
tance, being briefed by the media
as to the true number suspected
missing Canadians after giving a
lowball number, flip-flopping
between a debt freeze or forgive-
ness, dithering for a week before
sending out our disaster response
unit, keeping the list of missing
Canadians from those who may
be missing family members and
dispatching three ministers
before finally announcing he's
going to go himself. It seems like
Martin and company are more
concerned with creating head-
lines than lifelines.
Since this disaster occurred,
Martin has been reactionary to
the relief provided by other
nations and then proudly steps up
as though disaster relief was his
idea all along. Don't get me
wrong, we should comfort, assist
and help in any way we can. But
Paul Martin should stop patting
himself on the back; you don't
use the tragic death of hundreds
of thousands of people as a photo
op.
Marijuana has the power to enlighten
Despite its drawbacks, the
legalization ofmarijuana is the
only solution that makes sense
TIM PEPPIN
The Gateway University of Alberta
EDMONTON (CUP) - Try as I
might to be contentious, some-
times I'm obliged to write some-
thing that I feel will go over well
with the majority of the student
body. Not because I'm selling my
literary soul in an effort to pander
to your tastes, mind you, but sim-
ply because we both believe it's
true.
Marijuana is long past due to
be fully legalized. I'm not going
to get into the original reasons
why marijuana was criminalized,
nor why it continues to be so,
mostly because I don't know all
that much about it and am too
lazy to conduct research.
Whatever their reasons were
though, the lawmakers got it
wrong.
Now, undoubtedly, there are
those of you reading whose stom-
achs have just tightened uncom-
fortably, whose anuses have
snapped shut like so many star-
tled clams, and who are on the
verge of a thorough panty-bunch-
ing fret over the health, welfare,
and mental stability of your fel-
low person, to say nothing of the
fate of the universe. These are
drugs we're talking about, so I
sympathize.
Most drug use is, in my opin-
ion, if not inimical to happiness,
then at least representative of
some unaddressed, underlying
source of unhappiness. Drug
abuse often begins not because
the influence of the drug is so
immediately compelling, nor
because the drug itself is so phys-
ically addictive, but because it
offers very effective suppression
of the subconscious awareness of
these sources of unhappiness, and
because it can be administered
entirely at the discretion of the
user. It offers tractable escape.
Not so with your old friend
Mary Jane. I'm sure most mari-
juana smokers have experienced
those painful moments of glaring
introspection, where your own
failings, hypocrisies and inade-
quacies are laid on the examining
table. Marijuana, far from offer-
ing some sort of anaesthetized
hallucinatory delirium or an illu-
sion of invincibility or inex-
haustible energy, simply offers a
more accentuated and focused
view of the world around us and
inside us.
Carl Sagan, celebrated
astronomer, writer and humani-
tarian, was an avid user and pro-
ponent of marijuana. For Carl, for
me, and for everyone I know who
appreciates marijuana, it's a por-
tal to the most fascinating,
vibrant and simple joys that life
possesses: subtle nuances of form
and colour in artwork; the intri-
cate layers and fineries of good
music; a refinement of the palette
capable of discerning the delicate
interplay and components of
food; a feeling of brotherhood
and communion among friends; a
disposition towards compassion
and tolerance; a closeness and
wild intensity in sex; and a
heightening, re-evaluation and
intensification of those same
senses which are our constant
window to the world.
However, it should not be pre-
tended that marijuana has no
drawbacks. Controlled studies
have shown that it can impair
one's ability to drive, especially
when complemented with alco-
hol. It can accentuate paranoia for
people with otherwise mild social
anxiety. It can lead to unhealthy
dietary choices, like chips and ice
cream. In spite of these shortcom-
ings, however, as a whole, and
taken moderately, I believe it to
be a beneficial substance.
I make no apologies for my
use of marijuana, nor for promot-
ing its use amongst others. The
level of irrationality and
hypocrisy surrounding North
American drug policies has
reached a ludicrous pitch. Step
into the nearest hospital or phar-
macy and observe the use of
drugs, many of which have
abominable side effects.
Walk to the closest grocery
store or coffee peddler and
observe the steady stream of
extremely obese customers filling
their carts with caffeine-rich
colas, or waiting irritably for their
morning "fix." Walk to the closest
bar and observe the effects of our
culture's most accepted and legit-
imized drug use: belligerence,
animosity, irrationality, violence,
oblivion to even the strongest
stimulation, a surreal circus of the
most primal, undignified and
transparent human motivations.
Then look me in the eye and tell
me marijuana is harmful.
I'll laugh in your face.
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Internet a beacon for the sad, depressed and lonely
Last Year's Entertainment, Chris Clemens, opines
about his frustration with the natural obsession
towards online melancholy behaviour
Chris Clemens
Last Year's Entertainment
"He left today, stealing the last
fragment of my shattered heart. I
think I might kill myself."
The text is stark, solitary, ren-
dered in a boldly inventive (and
very hideous) visual schema. It
takes itself seriously, this hint at
suicide there's clearly no joke in
action here, no "Hahaha j/k
mafackers!" solution. It's cliched
but effective, hammering unwit-
ting readers with the somber
news that this girl's boyfriend has
cruelly given her the boot and left
her in devastated isolation. And
it's complete BS.
All astounding
number of
individuals use their
online space to write
their own personal
soap opera with a
sad ending.
I scroll down the screen, but I
already know what's waiting.
Several more laments of tragic
break-ups past often occurring
within the same week. More sui-
cide pacts. More drama, inter-
spersed with riveting accounts of
products purchased and malls
visited. More of the same.
I don't know this girl. I don't
know her name or where she's
from - all I know is that the Great
Internet, in its infinite wisdom,
has randomly connected me to
her LiveJoumal because I was
bored.
The web is beginning to
resemble a vast fishbowl, teem-
ing with life both large and small.
As online presence becomes less
geeky and more necessary, mil-
lions of people are rushing to
throw their thoughts into the
surging maelstrom. Blogging is a
remarkably accessible cross-sec-
tion of society, a brief glimpse
into the lives of the digital gener-
ation. And within this whirling
sea of words, a pattern is starting
to form: the romance of melodra-
ma.
The scary thing about
Shattered-Heart Girl is that she
isn't a trouble spot on the blog-
ging circuit, she's the status quo.
An astounding number of indi-
viduals use their online space to
write their own personal soap
opera with a sad ending. The
tragedies are blown up, accentu-
ated, worshiped. Unhappiness is
the order of the day, expressed
through Taking Back Sunday
lyrics and terrible unrhymed
poetry. And it's all very con-
trived.
Maybe we've done this to
ourselves. Drowning in a mass
produced society, we desperately
need to add value to our lives, to
stand out from the infinite growth
that is humanity. Our individuali-
ty demands distinction. Conform
too much and you fade: another
face lost in the annals of history,
just another brick in the wall.
The digital generation pre-
dictably takes to the digital realm
for this task. Websites become a
proud placemarker for their
authors, a stamp on the virtual
landscape that proclaims "I WAS
HERE." It's a good first step, but
here comes the sad part: most
people don't do anything. No
writing skills, no nunchuck skills.
Hobbies and personal interests
are superseded by magnetic
attraction to pop culture but that's
not enough - nobody wants their
legacy to consist of gushing
about Ashlee Simpson.
And so the next step is to turn
to personal relationships. Sex is a
huge part of our lives and love is
a hot topic. Everyone can relate
but nobody can replicate your
experiences. But here's the key:
these affairs need to be memo-
rable if they are to serve as an
icon of individual achievement.
They need to be powerful, just
like on TV. They need to be emo-
tional, like the pop-punk songs.
They need to be dramatic.
Melodrama is born. The heart
is a carefully manufactured pin-
cushion. Every break-up
becomes an earth shattering trav-
esty. Surrounded by the plastic
joys of bubblegum pop culture,
the only things that seem real
anymore are the sob stories. If
everything's going fine, we'll
fuck it all up and start new prob-
lems just to keep the legend
growing.
If moths are fatally bound to
the flame, are we similarly drawn
to the darkness?
Editor's Note: Chris Clemens,
writes regularly for The Cord
Weekly as an Opinion Columnist,
and always, no matter what the
topic, finds a way to sneak in a
nice 112-bomb into every piece.
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Letters to the Editor
Economy can't stop nature
cord@wlusp.com
Kris Cote's article asserting that
poverty contributed to the death toll
in the Boxing Day tsunami is inaccu-
rate and premised on a particular
myth of economic exploitation.
Cote's claim that a warning system
would have saved many lives is
absurd. It presupposes that these gov-
ernments had the means to implement
a disaster relief/evacuation plan with-
in the space of less than an hour. That
would be a particularly tall order in
the worst hit area, like Aceh province,
where the central governments barely
have any authority at all - let alone
the capacity to function effectively.
Of course the authorities would need
somewhere to evacuate the refugees
to. This would also be near impossi-
ble considering the sheer scale of the
disaster; there are not enough Dutch
engineers alive to build the dyke that
could have saved the people who
died.
Setting aside the science and
third-world poverty and the ease with
which the tsunami washed villages
away is completely spurious; all the
modern technology and disaster plan-
ning available has not been able to
keep industrial villages along the
Sagunay safe from destruction. Cote
then goes on to rant about the legacy
of colonialism. Again his 'conclu-
sions' have nothing to do with reality.
The countries hit are among the
wealthiest developing nations, and
many of the former colonial powers,
in the cases where there were some,
often left a legacy of centralized
administration that can cope with dis-
asters like this. Cote's statement that
"from the start" colonial powers left
their former possessions with a
"standing debt in the hundreds of bil-
lions" is beyond hyperbole; it is sim-
ply false. Nothing could prove the
point more than his blaming the West
for the mismanagement of develop-
ment loans by dictators in the 1960s
and 70s, well after the colonial period
in South East Asia.
Poverty and colonialism did not
cause this disaster. The world eco-
nomic system did not exacerbate it. It
was a natural tragedy. The proximity
of the coastal areas to the epicentre of
the earthquake doomed them with or
without a warning. The West didn't
cause the incessant tribal warfare that
is even today delaying relief efforts.
Certainly Canada's response is
beyond the reproach of anyone in the
affected area. When it comes to char-
ity, those in Colombo and Jakarta
know that it does not pay to bite the
hand that feeds you.
Christopher Sadler
Hop on Board
Students of Laurier,
Next Wednesday January 18th is the
due date for the nomination of candi-
dates who wish to run for WLUSU
Board of Directors. If you are still
remotely interested in reading the rest
of this letter, then you should consid-
er running for a position on the
WLUSU Board of Directors.
So why should you run? Is the
Board of Directors a meaningful
institution capable of positively
affecting students' lives? The answer,
of course, is that the effectiveness of
the Board is determined by those who
are on it.
For those who don't know, the
Wilfird Laurier University Students'
Union is the representative body for
undergrad Laurier students. In addi-
tion to this fundamental responsibili-
ty, WLUSU runs a number of valu-
able services such as Foot Patrol, Peer
Help Line, Laurier Students for
Literacy and the Emergency
Response Team. The Union also pro-
vides goods and, incidentally,
employment to students through busi-
ness operations such as the Turret,
Wilfs, the CSpot, and the Terrace
Food Court. In addition to these
things, WLUSU also administers
Orientation Week, Laurier's student
health insurance plan, and the opera-
tions of official Campus Clubs.
If you have ideas about how the
Union could improve on its mandate
to "provide for the needs of students"
in any of these areas, please consider
running for the Board. This year, the
Board has made significant decisions
regarding volunteer fees during O-
Week, student access to the Turret,
and the Brantford Campus Council.
We have raised important questions
about WLUSU's volunteer hiring
practices, the prices of food provided
by the Union, and other pertinent
issues.
So ask yourself: What could the
Students' Union do better? If you feel
that have a good answer to this ques-
tion, pick up a nomination package.
David Alexander
Letter Policy:
AH letters to the editor must be signed and submitted with
the author's name, student Identification number and tele-
phone number. Letters must be received by 12pm Tuesday
on disk or via e-mail at coni@wlusp.com with the subject
heading of 'Cord tetter'. Lettersmust be typed or easily leg-
ible and may not exceed 350 words. The Cord reserves the
right to edit any letter for brevity and clarity. Spelling and
grammar will be corrected. The Cord reserves the right to
reject any letter, in whole or in part.
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International
U.S. frees British and Australian detainees
After spending nearly three years
in detention in Guantanamo Bay,
five prisoners will be released
'within weeks'
KRIS COTE
International Editor
Four British men and oneAustralian, who have been
held at the U.S. detention centre
in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, for
nearly three years without any
formal charges or trial, are set to
be released within weeks follow-
ing heavy pressure by family,
international organizations and
the British government.
The four British men set to be
released are Moazzam Begg,
Martin Mubanga, Richard
Belmar and Feroz Abbasi. None
of the men were formally
charged, and UK authorities have
not admitted whether or not the
men will be charged upon their
return.
U.S. authorities still contend
that the Australian detainee,
Mamdouh Habib, had advance
knowledge of the 9/11 attacks.
Habib will not be charged on his
return to Australia, but the
Attorney General, Philip
Rudduck, told reporters that
Habib will be of "interest" to
security services.
Last March, five British
nationals were released from
Guantanamo Bay. None of the
men were charged in the UK with
any crime, and four of the men
are currently suing the U.S. gov-
ernment for their treatment.
"If they have done
something wrong, of
course they should
be punished, but if
they haven't, they
shouldn't have been
there."
- Azmat Begg, father ofreleased
detainee
The release of the men has
also brought the issue of torture
back into the spotlight. Begg and
Mubanga contend that they were
tortured by their U.S. interroga-
tors, and they are expected to
elaborate on the conditions that
they witnessed once they have
returned to the UK.
The British government cam-
paigned for more than a year to
have the detainees released. This
included a direct appeal by
British Prime Minster Tony Blair
to U.S. President George W.
Bush, as well as what UK
Foreign Secretary, Jack Straw,
describes as "intense and com-
plex" discussions over issues of
security.
Guantanamo is a highly con-
tested prison, which international
organizations like Amnesty
International describe as an "icon
of lawlessness." Amnesty
believes that the prison is "a sym-
bol of a government's attempt to
put itself above the law."
An intense debate around the
legality of the detentions in
Guantanamo Bay has been raging
throughout the British govern-
ment. Lord Goldsmith, the UK's
Attorney-General, has remarked
that the military tribunals which
have been substituted for formal
trials do not meet the standards of
international law.
Sir Menzies Campbell, the
Foreign Affairs spokesperson for
Contributed Photo
Controversy still surrounds Guantanamo Bay and the allegations of torture. Experts contend that the
U.S. treatment of prisoners is outside the limits of law.
Pinochet fit to stand trial
TONY FERGUSON
Staff Writer
Family and friends of the more
than 3,000 people who 'disap-
peared' in Chile during the 1970s
rejoiced after learning that former
Chilean President and military
ruler Augusto Pinochet has been
ruled fit to stand trial on charges
of kidnapping and murder.
Pinochet, age 89, is currently
under house-arrest at his estate
west of Santiago. He is facing
charges in relation to his involve-
ment in Operation Condor, a joint
plan by South American military
governments in the 1970s whose
goal was to seek out and elimi-
nate left-wing opponents.
Miriam Tamayo Martinez,
whose brother was a victim of
Operation Condor, is pleased by
the court ruling. "We have been
waiting for so long for the justice
system in Chile to do something,"
Martinez told reporters. Her sen-
timents are echoed by many
Chileans.
The Chilean Supreme
Court overturned
Pinochet's defense
motion, which
argued he was
mentally unfit.
The recent discovery of four
false passports belonging to
Pinochet sank him even deeper
into legal turmoil.
The surfacing of the pass-
ports, which bear various aliases
of Mr. Pinochet, were accompa-
nied by the discovery of secret
bank accounts held abroad by
Pinochet. Prosecutors are already
aware that Pinochet holds several
bank accounts in the U.S.
Judge Sergio Munoz, whose
efforts were responsible for the
search, is trying to uncover infor-
mation on an estimated $8 mil-
lion (US) held by Pinochet at
Riggs Bank in Washington.
Pinochet's lawyer, Pablo
Rodriguez, contends that the
search is "illegal and unconstitu-
tional" because his client has
immunity from prosecution in the
bank accounts case.
However, Judge Munoz has
ruled that Pinochet is only pro-
tected from arrest or trial, not
from other court actions.
The Chilean Supreme Court
ruled that the former dictator is fit
to stand trial, despite a defence
motion stating that the former
President was mentally incapable
of defending himself. The motion
was thrown out by the lower
court.
Judges rejected the ruling
sought by Rodriguez to exempt
Pinochet from standing trial after
seeing him engage in a television
interview on a Miami-based TV
station in which he appeared
coherent.
"I am extremely pleased,"
says Sheila Cassidy, a victim of
torture by Pinochet's regime,
"[the trial] is going to be extreme-
ly important to the people who
have been tortured, but particu-
lar]}' to the families of the disap-
peared."
Supporters of Pinochet, on the
other hand, are outraged.
"This is just the vengeance of
an international leftist group,"
says Carmen de Martinez, a
friend of Pinochet's. "He is just a
very nice gentleman, not a mon-
As the court secretary
announced the confirmation of
Mr. Pinochet's appeal, a small
group of supporters had to be
removed from the court as they
shouted slogans, interrupting the
announcement.
Meanwhile, the relatives of
alleged victims of Pinochet's
regime, who had flooded the
courtroom, applauded and
cheered and many broke down
upon hearing the court's decision.
Contributed Photo
After conducting an interview with a Miami-based TV station,
Pinochet was ruled fit to stand trial.
Germany set to reform
Jewish immigration laws
KRIS COTE
International Editor
In the midst of a five-year high
unemployment rate, German offi-
cials have announced plans to
reform Jewish immigration laws
which would deny access to
unskilled workers from the for-
mer Soviet Union, targeting
specifically the immigration
applications of 27,000 Jews.
Domestically, the German
Jewish population has responded
to the immigration amendments
with both support and opposition.
However, the amendments have
received the support of a seem-
-5 ingly unlikely ally; Israel.
The Israeli government has
voiced its absolute support for
| Germany's actions. Israel has
been in direct competition with
! Germany since 1990 for Jewish
! immigration, and it hopes that
; this will divert immigration away
| from Germany towards Israel.
The Israeli ambassador to
; Germany, Shimon Stein, believes
| "Israel holds there could not be
| any true Jewish refugees because
Israel was the homeland of all
! Jews." Stein added, "the German
government's move to restrict
Jewish immigrants conforms to
Israel's view."
Germany's Jewish population
has skyrocketed since 1990,
! when laws were enacted to auto-
l matically admit Jews from the
j Soviet Union. The law sought to
| atone for the abuses by the Nazi
! regime.
Nearly 200,000 Jews have
immigrated to Germany since
1990, raising the number of
German Jews to nearly 230,000.
| Prior to the Nazi regime,
I Germany's Jewish population
I was nearly 670,000.
The German Jewish commu-
! nity does not necessarily oppose
| limiting immigration, and it notes
that while 27,C00 immigration
applications are being denied,
another 27,000 are being stream-
lined. The German government
notes that the large numbers of
immigrants that have arrived
since 1990 have strained the
Jewish community, on which
newly-arrived immigrants are
dependent.
Reaction to the measures has
had a mixed effect among
Germany's Jewish community.
The head of the German Central
Council of Jews, Paul Spiegel,
has lashed out at the proposal,
saying that "if you compare how
many Jews were murdered during
the Holocaust with how many
have arrived and are likely to
come, then the figures bear no
relation."
Israel competes with
Germany for Jewish
immigration and
Israeli authorities are
pleased at the
proposed
amendments.
However, the General
Secretary of the Central Council
of Jews, Stephan J. Kramer,
believes that "we all agree that
after 14 years, we need a revision
but the way in which it is happen-
ing and the way in which we have
been treated as spectators in
recent weeks is unacceptable. It is
damaging and unnecessary."
The language component of
the proposed law is the most con-
tentious issue. Officials hope the
new law will require that immi-
grants can speak German.
- Please see Released, page 10
- Please see Germany, page 10
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Gonzalas keeps the status-quo
Kyle Boulden
Staff Writer
Soon after American PresidentGeorge W. Bush's election
victory in November, he
announced that Alberto Gonzales
would be replacing John Ashcroft
as Attorney-General.
Rather than an improvement
over his much maligned prede-
cessor, Gonzales merely repre-
sents a new face that will keep
business as usual in the second
Bush administration's
Department of Justice.
John Ashcroft has faced much
criticism during his term at the
Department of Justice. The high
profile Patriot Act and the ensu-
ing human rights abuses associat-
ed with it will forever be associ-
ated with him.
Ashcroft is particularly
known for his ultra-conservative
values and conspicuous religious
nature. He even once stated that
he thought calico cats were signs
of the devil. Basically, Ashcroft
has become a public relations
nightmare for the Bush adminis-
tration, which of course has led to
the new appointment of Alberto
Gonzales.
The question now arises, who
is this Alberto Gonzales? Well,
he's the second of eight children
from a working class family that
grew up in Houston, Texas. Since
the first Bush administration he
has been the White House legal
counsel, but his time in the Bush
camp goes back to the days when
Bush was Governor of Texas. If
confirmed, he will be the United
States' first Hispanic Attorney-
General.
The problem is that Bush has
appointed a man who has been
intricately involved with many of
the high profile incidents that
have plagued the White House in
the past few years. As the White
House legal advisor, Gonzales is
credited with helping put together
the infamous memo that suggest-
ed ignoring the Geneva
Conventions in treating detainees
in the war on terror, calling the
conventions "quaint."
"How will you be
able to tell when
John Ashcroft
leaves?"
- Chicago Sun-Times
The move to appoint
Gonzales has been ridiculed by
many as perpetuating the existing
problems of the Bush administra-
tion. An editorial from the
Chicago Sun-Times read, "How
will you be able to tell when
Ashcroft leaves?" After
Gonzales' Senate confirmation
hearings last week, the New York
Times mused that although the
proceedings were merely a for-
mality, they "served to confirm
that Bush had made the wrong
choice."
The confirmation hearings
focused especially on Gonzales'
policies on torture in relation to
the recent Guantanamo Bay and
Abu Ghraib scandals. Gonzales,
along with most of the Bush
administration, has been docu-
mented as supporting question-
able interrogation techniques. At
the hearings he stated that he
vehemently opposed torture as a
means of interrogation but con-
sidering his other famous memo
which involved redefining the
concept of "torture," it is unlikely
this will represent a change in the
American government's policies.
Meanwhile, Time magazine
recently named Maher Arar its
Canadian newsmaker of the year.
Arar is of course famous for his
legal battle with the Canadian
and American governments after
being arrested for alleged terror-
ist ties. He was held without legal
rights and consequently secretly
deported to Syria where he was
tortured and eventually released a
year later.
One hopes that someone like
Maher Arar will never have to be
newsmaker of the year again but
Gonzales' appointment to
Attorney General will certainly
do little to change the probability.
The 'war on terror' and the
logical case for morality
Richard Togman
Staff Writer
The recent statement made by
Alberto Gonzales, who is slated
to become the next United States
Attorney-General, has brought
the issue of torture and prisoner's
rights back into the forefront.
The controversy was sparked
when Mr. Gonzales wrote a
report stating that the Geneva
Conventions were "quaint and
obsolete." In confirmation hear-
ings in the Senate, Mr. Gonzales
has routinely stated that he is
against torture and would uphold
all U.S. laws to the best of his
ability. Under U.S. law, torture is
prohibited and illegal.
However, the issue of torture,
especially during wartime, is far
from resolved. The U.S. routinely
hands high level prisoners over to
third countries (for example,
Saudi Arabia) for interrogation as
they often have no qualms about
the use of force to obtain infor-
mation. As well, most countries
still maintain the right to use such
practices in extreme circum-
stances (if it is not already used
routinely).
As well, the issue of torture
must be considered in a broader
perspective. The original Geneva
Conventions were established in
1864 and were updated and
revised many times throughout
the decades.
However, the conventions
were more of a set of norms than
any kind of international law.
Following World War 11, the con-
ventions were strengthened with
additional protocols in 1949. The
observance of the conventions
was still basically voluntary with
no enforcement or punishment
for violation.
The conventions were estab-
lished not for the benefit of
mankind, or peace and prosperity,
but as a sort of gentlemen's
agreement among powers to pro-
tect the welfare of their fallen sol-
diers. However, the flagrant vio-
lations of the
conventions in
basically every
conflict that has
occurred since
has led many to
question whether
they have
become "quaint
and obsolete."
When one side
disregards the
conventions,
should the other
be obliged to fol-
low them? It sim-
ply is a hindrance
and disadvantage
to the obliging
member.
Moreover, the current war on
terrorism is essentially an intelli-
gence war between the U.S. and
allies against the forces of
mujahideen. There is no battle-
field or even an army (in the tra
ditional sense) in this war. There
is simply the mujahideen, organ-
izing random acts of violence and
the U.S. trying to uncover plots
before they occur. There is no
Stalingrad or Waterloo, just a
constant battle for intelligence in
an effort to prevent another
attack.
When one side
disregards the
conventions, should
the oilier be obliged
to follow them?
~
Thus, should the U.S. be con-
strained in obtaining intelligence
from an extremely vital source
(people) because of an interna-
tional norm that the other side is
knowingly disregarding? Human
intelligence is the most valuable
in this type of circumstance and it
is extremely doubtful that those
who have committed to suicide
bombings would willingly give
up strategic information without
the use of force and coercion.
The issue of torture is one
which is not a choice between
good and evil. Everyone would
agree that we would like to end
the use of torture. However, one
has to weigh the consequences
and decide which is the lesser of
two evils.
Windows to the World
New hope for peace
Leaders in Sudan officially
ended Africa's longest-running
civil war on Sunday with the
signing of a new peace accord
between the Sudanese govern-
ment, headed by President Omar
al-Bashir, and John Garang, the
leader of the Sudanese People's
Liberation Army (SPLA).
In the agreement, south
Sudan will have autonomy from
Sudan for six years, when a ref-
erendum will then be held to
determine if the south will rejoin
the rest of Sudan, or secede. The
two sides have agreed to split the
region's oil wealth 50/50.
Autonomy will take effect in
July.
The conflict has lasted over
21 years, has killed at least two
million people and has displaced
another four million. With the
conflict seemingly resolved,
Sudanese leaders say that they
can now focus on the ongoing
conflict in the Darfur region of
western Sudan.
Light it up
Patricio Pena, a 43-year-old who
has been rolling cigars since the
age of seven, is set to capture a
Guinness World Record for the
62-foot-long cigar he rolled in
the state of Puerto Rico.
The current record belongs to
Jose Castelar Cairo of Havana,
Cuba, who rolled a 45-foot-long
stogie in 2003.
Spanning more than a dozen
tables, took more than four days
to complete and required 20
pounds of tobacco and more than
100 leaves. Pena estimates that
the materials cost him more than
$2000 (US). Pena was sponsored
by the city of San Juan, a local
TV station, and the Bacardi rum
company. Nine assistants were
used to help roll the giant cigar.
Pena has no plans to light his
cigar up, or cut it into smaller
sections. Rather, he will hang the
cigar in his market in hopes that
it will attract tourists. Pena also
hopes to continue building the
cigar, adding a foot to it every
year until he reaches the town of
Ponce, which is seventy miles
away.
A threat to relief efforts
Violence has erupted in Sri
. Lanka and Indonesia between
government forces and the
region's separatist movements,
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
, Eelam and the Free Aceh
I Movement.
I Since the Tsunami struck on
December 26, three people have
; been killed and 37 injured by
;■ fighting in Sri Lanka. In
Indonesia, a gunfight erupted
near a UN compound in Banda
Aceh, although no one was
reportedly injured.
During a visit to Indonesia on
Sunday, UN Secretary-General
Kofi Annan bowed to political
pressure by the Indonesian gov-
ernment and cancelled his visit to
disaster struck, rebel controlled
territories.
Earlier in the week, Canadian
Foreign Affairs Minister Pierre
Pettigrew dismissed allegations
that rebel groups had hijacked
Canadian relief supplies. Instead,
Pettigrew told reporters that
when he visited the area, he wit-
nessed rebel soldiers working
alongside government soldiers.
Contributed Photo
Contributed Photo
Contributed Photo
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the Liberal Democrats,
has sided with Goldsmith,
adding that, "the detention of
these men violated all legal prin-
ciple." Azmat Begg, the father of
one of the men to be released,
believes that "if they have done
something wrong, of course they
should be punished, but if they
haven't, they shouldn't have
been there."
Despite these allegations, the
British government still believes
that the Guantanamo Bay pris-
ons are a valuable asset to the
'war on terror.' Straw argues that
the prison "has helped protect
the international community,"
and he also points to a report
issued by U.S. authorities which
states that a number of the more
than 200 detainees previously
released from Guantanamo Bay
have returned to terrorist activi-
ties.
Despite the latest release, the
U.S. remains under strong pres-
sure to either release the remain-
ing prisoners or charge them
with a formal crime. Amnesty
contends that "people's human
rights should not hang on
whether or not they are from a
country friendly to the USA,"
and they are urging world gov-
ernments to step up pressure on
the U.S.
Dieter Wiefelspuetz, the Home
Affairs spokesman for the ruling
Social Democrats, contends that
"In the future we must see
whether those people who come
to us have a fair chance in
Germany. And we all know, for
whoever comes to us ... language
skills are of crucial importance."
Kramer argues that "If they
want to introduce speaking
German as an entry criterion,
they should first give people the
chance to learn German." Also
speaking out against the language
component of the law is Deidre
Berger, the director of the
American Jewish Committee in
Berlin. Berger believes that
immigrating Jews are seeking
religious protection from dis-
crimination in the former Soviet
empire and that in this light, lan-
guage issues should not be appli-
cable.
Contributed Photo
Israel hopes that German efforts to lessen Jewish immigration will
result in greater immigration to Israel.
Information obtained under
interrogation has led to the
killing and capture of hundreds
of Al-Qaeda operatives, not to
mention the multiple other
organizations that are bent on the
resurrection of the Islamic
caliphate and the destruction of
the West.
Are we willing to possibly
suffer numerous other attacks to
be able to say with confidence
that we have moral superiority
on the issue of torture? Are we
willing to let hundreds or possi-
bly thousands of innocents be
murdered to uphold the Geneva
Conventions? Every individual
has to decide for themselves the
cost that they would be willing
to bear. However, it is necessary
to have in mind that it is the vic-
tors who rule and not the moral
high ground. Are we willing to
lose the war to win the battle of
morality?
Abbas offers Palestinians a hope
Yusuf Faquri
Staff Writer
Mahmoud Abbas won thePalestinian election, so
what the hell does this mean for
the Palestinians and Israelis? The
victory of Abbas, the former
Palestinian Prime Minister, as
President of the Palestinian
Authority (PA) is of great histori-
cal significance for the Arab-
Israeli conflict since it closes a
chapter filled with violence and
opens another that contains
prospects for peace.
Both Israel and the United
States are willing to negotiate
with Mahmoud Abbas, and both
have already extended olive
branches. As well, Abbas' victory
now puts pressure back on Ariel
Sharon and Israelis to take the
initiative for a peace plan. Israel
can no longer cry or accuse the
Palestinian leader of being a so -
called terrorist. The United
States, as the supposed neutral
third party in this conflict, is
being pressured to start drawing
plans for the future establishment
of a separate Palestinian state.
The ultimate goal of
Palestinians is the creation of
their own state. Abbas enters the
spotlight in the Middle East with
support both internally and exter-
nally, and it is significant that his
support among Palestinians is
staggering. Although the num-
bers are not exact, Mahmoud
Abbas won the vote within the 60
to 65 percent range. His nearest
rival was the independent
Mustafa Barghouti who mustered
only 19.8 percent of the vote.
Abbas ran for Fatah, the main
Palestinian political party.
Although the militant group
Hamas boycotted the election,
they said they were willing to
work with Abbas. This unity was
something that even the great late
Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat,
failed to achieve. If Abbas is able
to tame the militant groups, this
will place even greater pressure
on the U.S. and Israel to act.
The opportunity that is shap-
ing up for Abbas is historical; he
has a real opportunity to once and
for all form a Palestinian state.
The Palestinian people have suf-
fered immensely in the preceding
decades, and for their sake Abbas
cannot allow himself to fail. But
this responsibility does not just
fall on Abbas, the Palestinians
themselves must also find ways
to work with the Israelis, while
the latter has to do the same.
Let me remind everyone that
the void that Abbas is filling is no
easy task. There is a lot of pres-
sure for him to come through and
deliver. Mahmoud Abbas is fol-
lowing in the footsteps of one of
the most revered and beloved
Arab leaders of all time - Yasser
Arafat. The former Palestinian
President was a man who was
larger than life, and he was seen
as the father figure of the
Palestinian people.
But Abbas is no slouch him-
self. Throughout Arafat's exiled
years in Jordan, Lebanon and
Tunisia, Abbas accompanied
Arafat and ran the show behind
the scenes. It was Abbas who co-
founded the Fatah movement
with Arafat, and Abbas was the
architect of the Declaration of
Principles in 1993, better known
as the Oslo accords. Abbas has
the experience that is required to
lead the Palestinian nation into an
era of peace.
While Abbas' election will
bring hope to a beleaguered peo-
ple, there are some pitfalls he
must be wary of. Abbas must be
careful that he does not get too
touchy with the U.S. and Israel,
or he will lose the support of the
people. Abbas has already been
invited to Washington by
American President George W.
Bush, a feat that Arafat was not
able to achieve. Abbas must also
be sure that he includes the other
Arab states, especially Egypt, in
his quest for Palestinian state-
hood, if he hopes for the region to
return to an era of peace.
Picture of the week
Taking it to the next level
Palestinian security forces go to great lengths to show their new
leader, Mahmoud Abbas, their loyalty by jumping through a
flaming hoop during a press demonstration.
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￿ Do you experience overwhelming worry about real life
concerns?
￿ Do you experience racing thoughts that make you feel
anxious?
￿ Do you feel as if you cannot control your worry?
￿ Do your worries result in you experiencing muscle
tension, headaches, back aches, being restless, moody and
irritable?
￿ Do these worrisome thoughts interfere with your daily
functioning?
You must be over 18 years of age.
For more information, please call
Cindy at 519 ■ 504 - 8626
Laurier's Century Plan 2005 - 2011
Request for Input
Dr. Sue Horton, vice-president: academic is directing the
formulation of Laurier's Century Plan 2005 - 2011
The Green Paper is available on the Web at:
www. wlu.ca/CenturyPlan-GreenPaper
Descriptions of the three task forces are available at:
www. wlu.ca/CenturyPlan-TaskForces
Dr. Horton requests your input to the Green Paper and/or Task Forces.
Please forward comments to shorton@wlu.ca
Great houses! Brand New loft suites! Great location 300 feet to campus!
• 4,5, and 6 Bedroom hooses • Kitchen - open concept, ceramics, breakfast bar
• Great location 300 feet from campus • New appliances
• Brand New lofts, 4 and 5 bedroom • High efficiency gas furnace
• Large commmon areas and bedrooms • Air conditioning
• Free in suite laundry • 2 full bathrooms with ceramics in each unit
• Bishwasher • Free parking
• High speed internet/cable in each bedroom • First come first serve... limited number of suites
student living
houses.ca lUH&U3
— should be...
QUALITY STUDENT RENTALS BPWI
I One ofthi BEST at WIJJ
Apply To Be A -
DON!!!
I Gain valuable leadership experience.
I Assist first year students in their transition into university.
I Mark these imnortant dates in your calendar!
I Information Sessions Ist Round Interviews
I Wednesday January 19, 2005 Saturday, February 12, 2005 - Location: T.B.A.
Location: BA 101 Sunday, February 13, 2005 -Location: T.B.A.
I Tuesday January 2,5 2005
Location: BA 101 2nd Round Interviews
Applications Available The week ofFebruary 28 to March 6, 2005
I Monday January 17, 2005 - Residential Services
I Applications Due Final Offers
Monday February 7, 2005 - Residential Services Wednesday March 9, 2005 - Residential Services
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How Rwanda descended into 
ethnic cleansing .. a timellite 
1300s - Tutsis migrate into what is now 
Rwanda, which was already inhabited by 
the Twa and Hutu peoples. 
1600s - Tutsi King Ruganzu Ndori sub-
dues central Rwanda and outlying Hutu 
areas. 
1916- Belgian forces occupy Rwanda. 
1923 - Belgium granted League of Nations 
mandate to govern Rwanda-Burundi, 
which it ruled indirectly th~:t;>ugh Tutsi 
kings. 
Independence 
1957- Hutus issue manifesto calling for a 
change in Rwanda's power structure to 
give them a voice commensurat~ with 
their numbers; Hutu political parties 
formed. 
1959- Tutsi King Kigeri V, together with 
tens of thousands of Tutsis, forced into 
exile in U ganQa followiJtg inter .. ethnic vio-
lence. 
1961 -Rwanda proclaimed a republic. 
1962- Rwanda beco ependent with 
Gregoire Kayibanda. a ~ as president; 
many Tutsis le~ve tbe c~ountcy. 
1973 - President Greggire Kayibanda oust-
ed in milit up ~~ by Hutu, Juvenal 
Habyariman · 
1978 - New constitutiof\ ratified; 
Habyarimana elected president. 
Tutsis. Within 100 days around 800,000 
Tutsis and moderate Hutus are killed; Hutu 
militias flee to Zaire, taking witq them 
at()Und 2 million HUtu refugees. 
1994-96 - Refugee camps in Zaire 
uncier the control . of the( Hutu "':t1fuw.~ 10 , 
responsible for the attempted getlOCH:le 
Rwanda. 
1995 ~ Extremist Hutu militias and Zairean 1 
Government forces attack local Zairean 
B(\.Jlyamulenge Tutsis; Zaire attempts to 
fof¢e refug~s back; into Rwanda. ~' 
1995 - UN-appointed international tribu-
nalbegins c.bargjng and sentencing ;x num- ! 
ber of people responsible for the Hutu- ' 
Tutsi atrocities. 
lnt~rventiQn in DR Congo 
1996- Rwandan troops invade and attack 
Hlltu militia-domi11ated camps in Zaire in 
order to drive home the retqgees, 
1997 - Rwandan- and Ugandan-backed 
rebels oustPresi Mobuttt Se$e Seko of 
Zaire; Laurent la beComes president 
of Zaire, which is renamed the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, 
1998- Rwanda switches allegiance to sup-
port rebel.,~orces trying to depose Kabila in 
the wake Of the Congolese president's fail-
ure to e;JJ:pel extremist Hutu militias. 
20QO;March - Rwandan President Pasteur 
Biz.fumngu, a Hutu, resigns over differ-
ences regarding the composition of a new 
cabinet and after accusing parliament of 
targeting Hutu politicians in anti-corrup-
tion investigations. 
2000 April - Ministers and members of 
1988- Some 50,000 Hutu refq.gees flee to parliament elect Vice-President Paul 
Rwanda from Burundi following ethnic Kagame as Rwanda's new president. 
violence there. 
1990 - Forces of the rebel, mainly TUtsi, 
Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) invade 
Rwanda from Uganda. 
1991 -New multiparty constitution prom-
ulgated. 
Attempted genocide 
2000 November - International donors, 
meeting in Kigali to discuss aid to 
Rwanda, urge the country to withdraw its 
troops from the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. 
2001 February - President Kagame says 
Rwandan troops are ready to leave the DR 
Congo k:ey border town of Pweto, but only 
on the condition that United Nations mili-
tary observers move in. 
I 
2005 • The Cord 
It has been ten years since 800, 
in the time span of 90 days d 
between the Hutus and the Tutsi in 
Today, as trials and 
find out who was involved and to 
brutal killings to justice, the 
cile with themselves and rebuild 
the Belgian Crown. But in order to 
important to understand what took 
played a role in one of the most 
ry of humanity. The following 
events from the early 1300s and 
influenced what will later be 
Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPfi} 
The Rwandan Patriotic Front ended the 
by defeating the civilian and 
responsible for the killing campaign. 
members of the Tutsi ethnic gro.,p, th 
Kigali in 1994 during a civil war with the 
which was dominated by the Hutu 
RPF established a new government an 
cal parties thought to have taken part in 
ingthe war. 1993 - President Habyarimana signs a power-sharing agreement with the TUtsis 
in the Tanzanian town of Arusha, ostensi-
bly signaling the end of civil w;tr; UN mis-
sion sent to monitor the peace agreement. 
1994 April - Habyarimana and the 
Burundian president are killed after tb.eir 
plane is shot down over Kigali; B.PF 
launches a major offensive; extremist Hutu 
militia and elements of the Rwandan mili-
tary begin the systematic massacre. of 
2001 l'!iC¢mber - A new flag and national 
anthem are unveiled to tcy to promote ::::~::::::::·Court of . Africa, ten 
Justice in 'Fhe Hague begins to consider a 
suit filed by DR Congo against Rwanda 
and its rebel allies for genocide, armed Today~ genocide is slowly starting in the 
aggression and human rights abuse. Ivory Coast. 
People are still being killed based on their 
ethnic background in Sudan, 10 years after 
800,000 people died in 90 days based on 
the same beliefs. We must not wait around 
once again and pick up the pieces once it 
has already happened. Months after men, 
women and children are being buried in 
communal graves, 
by and express 
the power to save 
time for us to 
and take action; 
the survival of 
innocent people 
to be born Hutu 
Christian. 
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2 0 0 5  •  T h e  C o r d  
y e a r s  s i n c e  8 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  
a n  o f  9 0  d a y s  d u r i n g  a t r o c i o u s  c l a s h e s  
a n d  t h e  T u t s i  i n  t h e  E a s t - A f r i c a n  n a t i o n  o f  
a n d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a r e  s t i l l  t a k i n g  p l a c e  t o  
i n v o l v e d  a n d  t o  b r i n g  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h e s e  
j u s t i c e ,  t h e  R w a n d a n s  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  r e c o n -
. v e s  a n d  r e b u i l d  w h a t  w a s  o n c e  a  j e w e l  t o  
B u t  i n  o r d e r  t o  m o v e  a n d  r e b u i l d ,  i t  i s  
w h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  a n d  w h a t  f a c t o r s  
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  o b s c u r e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  h i s t o -
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  t i m e l i n e  l o o k s  a t  v a r i o u s  
e a r l y  1 3 0 0 s  a n d  h o w  t h e y  h a v e  u l t i m a t e l y  
w i l l  l a t e r  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  " R w a n d a  
e  
e n d e d  t h e · · 1 9 9 4  g e n o c i d e  
a n d  Jm i l ,i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  
c a m p a i g n .  ,  D o m i n a t e d  b y  
g r o u p ,  t h e ·  R P F  c a p t u r e d  
r  w i t h  t J l e  R w a n d a n  A r m y ,  
H u t u  :e t h n i c  g r o u p .  T h e  
m e n t  a n d .  b a n n e d  p o l i t i -
k e n  R a r t  i n  m a s s a c r e s  d u r -
1' - ' ' - ' U . l l J . J . \ . U U . U  g r a v e s ,  w e  c a n n o t  s i m p l y  s t a n d  
a n d  e x p r e s s  o u r  o u t r a g e  w h e n  w e  h a d  
p o w e r  t o  s a v e  t h e i r  l i v e s .  M a y b e  i t  i s  
f o r  u s  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  w a r n i n g  s i g n s  
t a k e  a c t i o n ;  a c t i o n  t h a t  m a y  r e s u l t  i n  
t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
i n n o c e n t  p e o p l e  w h o s e  o n l y  m i s t a k e  w a s  
t o  b e  b o r n  H u t u  o r  T u t s i ,  M u s l i m  o r  
C h r i s t i a n .  
A  b p e f  h i s t o r y  o f .  
~ ~ 
g e n o c i d e  
I n  1 9 4 5 ,  P . t s t o r i a n  a n d  P p l i s h  l a w y e r ,  R a p h a e l  L e m k i n  
d e f i n e d  t h e  t e r m  " g e n o c i d e ' '  a f t e r  r e a d i n g  a b o u t  e t h n i c  
m a s s  k i l l i n g s  i n  A r m e n i a .  L e m k i n  s e r v e d  a s  a d v i s e r  o n  
f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  t o  t h e  U . S .  W a r  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  w a s  o n  
t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  U . S .  C h i e f  o f  C o u n s e l  f o r  P r o s e c u t i o n  o f  
C r i m i J : l . a l j . t y  a t  N u r e m b e n t
1  
O n  D e .c e m b e r  1 1 ,  1 9 4 6 ,  t h e  U N  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  
d e c l a r e d  g e n o c i d e  a  c r i m e  u n d e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w .  S i n c e  
t h e n ,  l a w s  a n d  m e a s u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  p u t  i n  p l a c e  t h r o u g h -
o u t  t h e  w o r l d  s o  t h a t  t r a g e d i e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  H o l o c a u s t  
n e v e r  t a k e  p l a c e  a g a i n .  A p p a l l i n g l y ,  m a s s  k i l l i n g s  o n  t h e  
prernise~i;)'frace, c r e e d  o r  e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d  h a v e  s e e n  
a n  i n c r e a s e  - e s p e c i a l l y  i n  A f r i c a  - i n  t h e  l a s t  t w e n t y  
y e a r s .  
L o o k i n g  a t  t h e  R w a n d a  t i m e l i n e  s i n c e  1 9 3 7 ,  i t  i s  
c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  f r i c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  H u t u s  a n d  t h e  T u t s i  
w o u l d  e v e l } t u a l l y  l e a d  t o  a .  b r u t a l  c o n f l i c t .  T o d a y ,  t h e  
w o r l d  l o o k s  b a c k  a t  o n e  o f  t h e  w o r s t  s e t b a c k s  t h e  i n t e r -
n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  e v e r  s e e n  a n d  w o n d e r s  i f  s t e p s  
c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  t o  ( i f  n o t  t o  a t  l e a s t  m i n i m i z e  t h e  
k i l l i n g s ) p x e v e n t  t h e  1 9 9 9  g e n o c i d e .  
T o  a n y o n e  w h o  h a s  s e e n  t h i s  t r a g .e d y  u n f o l d  s i n c e  t h e  
l a t e  1 9 9 0 s ,  t h e  a n s w e r  i s  o b v i o u s .  Y e s ,  t h e  k i l l i n g s  c o u l d  
h a v e  b e e n  p r e v e n t e d ;  y e s ,  t h e  g e n o c i d e  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
l i m i t e d ,  i f  n o t  a v o i d e d .  H o w e v e r ,  k n o w i n g  s o ,  w h a t  s t e p s  
a r e  t a k e n  t o d a y  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  s u c h  a  t r a g e d y  d o e s  n o t  
h a p p e n  a g a i n ?  
W h a t  m e a s u r e s  h a v e  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  
a n d  t h e  U N  p u t  i n  p l a c e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  e a r l y  s i g n s  o f  e t h -
n i c i t y  a n d / o r  r e l i g i o n - d r i v e n  m a s s  k i l l i n g s ?  
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  ' 1 9 9 4  R w a n d a  gen&~ 
c i d e  w e r e  t h e  2 0 0 0  a n d  2 0 0 1  e t h n i c  
k i l l i n g s  i n  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  
C o n g o .  A f t e r  y e a r s  o f  f i g h t i n g  a n d  
' W a r n i n g s  b y  v a r i o u s  h u m a n  r i g h t s  
o r g a h i z a t i o n s ,  n o t h i n g  w a s  d o n e  t o  s t o p  
t h e  m a s s a c r e  o f  o v e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  i n  
s o u t h e r n  C o n g o .  , A f t e r  y e a r s  o f  f i g h t i n g ,  
c o u n t l e s s  w a r n i n g s  ,  a n d  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  genoei~e t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  
t h e  D a r f u r  r e g i o n  i~J.l S u d a n ,  o v e r  
2 5 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  a r e  b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  
d i e d .  A f t e r  m o n t h s  o f  f i g h t i n g ,  i t  i s  
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  s o m e  e t h n i c  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  
m a s s  k i l l i n g s  a r e  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  t h e  
w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  I v o r y  C o a s t  l > u t  n o  
a c t i o q ) ) a s b e e n  t a k e n  s o  f a r  t o  put~ iJOp 
t o  t h e  k i l l i n g s  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  n a v e  
b e e n  d o c u m e n t e d  a n d  r e p o r t e d  b y  
A m n e S t y  I n t e r n a t i o n a L  
I f  w e  h a v e  !~anything a b o u t  
t h e  H o l o c a u s t ,  K o s o v o ,  B o s n i a  a n d  
R w a n d a .  i t  i s  t h a t  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  k i l l i n g  
o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  a n d  s o m e -
t i m e s  n , U l l i o n s  pf~ple b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  
e t h n i c  a n d  r e l i g i o u s . b a c k g r o u n d  i s  s e e n  
a s  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c r i m e .  W h e r e  a r e  t h e  
a c t i o n s  · t o  s t o p  f u r t h e r  g e n o c i d e s ?  
W h e r e  a r e  t h e  U N - d i r e c t e d  t a s k  f o r c e s  
a n d  s t r i ¢ t ) : · e s o l u t i o n s  a i m e d  a t  p r e v e n t -
i n g  sucbi~t$ { t o m  t a k i n g  p l a c e ?  W h e r e  
a r e  t h e  a c n o n s  p r o m i s e d  b y  t h e  w o r l d  
p o w e r s  s u c h  a s  t h e  · U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  
F r a n c e ,  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a n d  C a n a d a  t o  
n e v e r  a l l o w  s u c h  b r u t a l  e v e n t s  t o  t a k e  
p l a c e ?  
H o t e l  R w a n d a  i s  t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  f i l m  a b o u t  t h e  k i l l i n g s  i n  R w a n d a ,  i n  1 9 9 4 .  I t  i s  t h e  t r u e  s t o r y  o f  P a u l  
R u s e s a b a g i n a ,  a n  o r d i n a r y  m a n  w h o  s h o w s  e x c e p t i o n a l  l o v e  a n d  c o u r a g e  w h e n  h e  t a k e s  o v e r  a  t h o u s a n d  h e l p l e s s  
r e f u g e e s  i n  a n d  g i v e s  t h e m  s h e l t e r  i n  t h e  h o t e l  h e  m a n a g e s .  N o t  o n l y  i s  t h i s  r u m o u r e d  t o  b e  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l  f i l m ,  i t  i s  a  
J o o k  a t  a n  e v e n t  t h a t  w e n t  l a r g e l y  u n n o t i c e d  b y  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  a  g r e a t  w a y  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  i t .  
Sports
Laurier basketball looking up in 2005
Men's basketball stumbles to
start; hope to finish strong
MIKE BROWN
Staff Writer
The Wilfrid Laurier GoldenHawks men's basketball
team has not lost a game this year.
Granted, they've played only
twice in 2005 and the victories
follow a slow 3-5 start to the
season in 2004, but the Hawks are
taking a positive tack nonethe-
less.
After the holiday break,
Laurier came out with a bang;
fourth year forward Andrew
MacKay netted a career-high 28
points, as the Hawks handed the
York Lions just their third loss in
12 games, by an impressive 80 -
66 margin.
The momentum continued
this past weekend, when the
Hawks travelled to Sudbury
where they knocked off the
Laurentian Voyageurs in front of
a boisterous crowd. The 71 -63
win was extra special for Coach
Peter Campbell and veteran guard
Jermaine Pendley, both of whom
2003 - 2004 Final
Record: 11 -11
2004 - 2005 Record
(to date): 5 - 5
Current Standing:
Tied for fifth in
Ontario West
have ties to the northern locale.
Not that long ago, things were
not looking so bright on the WLU
hard-court, though. With two
starters sidelined for much of the
first term, Laurier limped to a 3 -
5 record out of the gate. All-star
centre Rob Innes missed five of
the first eight games due to injury,
while point guard Omar Miles
was ineligible to play until this
weekend's Laurentian game for
academic reasons.
"So far the season's been a
disappointment for us," admitted
Co-Captain Todd Cooney. "With
our early exhibition tournaments,
we were playing really well, and
then at the start of the league, we
had some downfalls and we
weren't playing as a team."
"We maybe don't have
the superstar, but we
do have five or six
guys that (can score)
20 on a given night."
- Peter Campbell, Head Coach
Campbell went into the sea-
son expecting to finish in the top
three of the OUA West, which
made first term losses to Windsor,
Queens, and Ottawa particularly
disheartening. "I thought we were
very slow to perfect our system,"
noted the coach. "I didn't think
we always did what we set out to
do in a game and that cost us a
couple of games we probably
should've won."
Campbell definitely took
some positives from the mediocre
start, though. "I think we played
hard on all occasions," he said.
"We have a group of young
men who really compete every
day out." Moreover, the coach
was impressed with the play of
his three rookies, Jamie
Campbell, Matt Walker, and
Joseph Dako, who all received
increased minutes due to the
absence of Innes and Miles.
"I think the other good thing
has been that on different days,
different guys have stepped up,"
explained Campbell. "We maybe
don't have the superstar, but we
do have five or six guys that are
capable of getting 20 on a given
night."
All in all, despite the poor
start, the Hawks are keeping both
their heads and hopes high. "I
think, realistically, we've got to
set our sights on being third," said
Campbell. Laurier's 5-5 record
has them sitting tied for fifth with
Windsor in the OUA West, but
only Waterloo and Brock have
really distanced themselves from
the pack.
The players themselves have
every confidence that they can
climb to third, which would
afford them home-court advan-
tage for their first playoff game.
"It's in our hands where we want
to finish," said Cooney. "We
know how good we are. We know
that we can compete with every
team out there, so we just have to
go out and play hard every night,
and act like we have to win."
Certainly, the Hawks second
term potential is very high. The
return of Innes and Miles to their
lineup has proven huge already in
the wins over York and
Laurentian. Miles looked anxious
in his return at Laurentian, but
once he settles in, it will give the
Hawks the true point guard they
have been missing thus far in the
season.
Innes' return is even more
exciting, as he was the team MVP
and a second team all-star last
season. "He's a big presence on
defence, and he brings down the
majority of our rebounds,"
explained MacKay. "It did hurt
having him out of the lineup."
One more exciting aspect of
the season's second half is
Laurier's much more favourable
schedule. With increased play
here in Waterloo, Coach
Campbell is hoping to see more
fan support in 2005: "We'd like to
try and create a home atmos-
phere... where we can get a
crowd and get some home-court
advantage."
This weekend sees Laurier
play host to Ryerson and Toronto
on Friday and Saturday nights,
both games beginning at 8:00, as
they attempt to begin their climb
in the standings. According to
MacKay, the Hawks are anxious
to keep winning: "These are two
games that we really have to get
under our belt, and we really need
them to keep the momentum
going."
www.Iaurieralhletics.com
Forward Bert Riviere stuffs this opponent early in their 2004 - 2005
campaign. Riviere and his fellow Hawks are now .500 on the season
after two victories to launch 2005.
Wingspan
GOLDEN GIRLS
The Golden Hawks women's
hockey team travelled to
Montreal, Quebec to ring, in the
New Year at the Theresa Humes
Invitational tournament. Laurier
opened the tourney with a deci-
sive 3-2 win versus a strong
McGill squad. The women then
proceeded to promptly plow
through the semi-final with a 3 -
1 win over Regina en route to the
gold medal match against host
Concordia. The team made
Laurier proud as they fought to a
2-1 victory to win the presti-
gious gold medal. Samantha
Cully scored with 3:44 left in the
final frame to hand the Hawks to
hardware. Goaltender Cindy
Eadie and defender Ashley
Stephenson were named as the
best in their tournament of their
respected positions.
SPLIT DECISION
The men's hockey team hit the
road to continue their season
with games at Brock and Guelph
this past weekend. The first peri-
od against Brock was a shoot-out
- the Golden Hawks led by a
score of 4 - 3 after just 20 min-
utes. Unfortunately, the home-
town Badgers replied with single
goals in the final two periods, to
take the game 5-4. Justin Day
made 29 saves in the effort and
right winger Richard Colwill had
a goal and an assist. In their next
game against Guelph, the men
managed to skate to a 7 - 3 vic-
tory. Colwill was once again the
offensive star with three points,
while back-up goalie William
Crothers backstopped the Hawks
with a 27 save performance.
WIN-LOSE SITUATION
Laurier's women's basketball
team opened the 2005 portion of
the schedule with a 66 - 48
thrashing of the York Lions.
Kerri Jilesen and Meaghan
McGrath led the Golden Hawks
in scoring with 18 points apiece.
The team then proceeded north-
ward to Sudbury for a date with
Laurentian. Unfortunately, their
success did not continue and the
Hawks ended up on the wrong
end of a63 -54 loss. McGrath
once again led Laurier in scoring
with 15 points. Despite the loss,
the Hawks sit tied with Western
for the top spot in the Ontario
West division with one game in
hand.
IT TAKES TWO
The men's basketball team
accompanied the women to York
and Laurentian for two games of
their own. The first contest saw
the Golden Hawks down York by
a score of 80-66. Andrew
Mackay scored 28 points for
Laurier, while centre Rob Innes
pulled down 12 rebounds in the
winning effort. The team contin-
ued their winning ways as they
made it two in a row with a 71-
63 victory at Laurentian. The
Golden Hawks rode a balanced
offensive attack all game long,
shooting 44 percent as a team
from the field.
- Compiled by Mark Hopkins
April Cunningham
The Golden Hawks basketball team talk it over after a shooting foul. The Hawks are currently tied for
first place in their division, with one game in hand on the Western Mustangs.
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Brock's Labelle rings
Hawks in ice loss
ROBYN PEKARCHUK
The Brock Press Brock University
ST. CATHERINES (CUP) --
New year had the Badgers'
men's hockey team getting
knocked down but immediately
getting back up again, ultimate-
ly resulting in their victory.
The 5-4 win over Wilfrid
Laurier's Golden Hawks took
place at the Thorold Arena on
January 7. The game named hat
trick scorer Jonathan Labelle as
the Most Valuable Player.
"We're not a finesse team,
we're a working team," said
Labelle. "Working hard, driving
the net and taking the body —
that's our team."
Brock's working attitude led
Laurier 4 - Brock 5
to the first goal of the game. In
the first 24 seconds of play,
Labelle scored, assisted by Mike
Melinko. The first period was
markedly fast paced.
Just after five minutes of
playing time, Laurier and Brock
battled back and forth with
goals. Within two minutes, there
were six goals scored between
the two teams giving a 4 - 3
advantage for Laurier by the end
of the first period.
As soon as one team scored
it seemed to be the motivation
for the opponents to return the
favour. Brock would get
knocked down when Laurier
seized an opportunity to score
but Brock would then quickly
respond.
The Badgers are known to be
a more defence-oriented team,
so the high goal scoring was a
little unusual. Assistant Coach
Greg Cappellaro commented on
how Brock played up to
Laurier's level, which is a more
risk-driven game.
Brock gained and held con-
trol during the second period
with most of the play in
Laurier's end. Brock tied the
game at 8:42 into the second
period when Mike Modeste
found the top corner over the
goalie's shoulder.
The second period also saw
heightened physical contact, a
facet of their game that depends
on the team that Brock plays.
"It was a pretty physical
game," said Captain Dallas
Beaton. "They had big players
and they forechecked hard so
there was a lot of contact out
there."
The second period ended
with a 4 - 4 stalemate between
the two combatants.
The third period began with
Brock dominating the game and
keeping most of the play in
Laurier's end.
If ever Laurier snuck into
Brock's end, goaltender Jeremy
Day was on top of his saves to
protect Brock's net. Day held a
clean sheet, recording 19 saves
of the 19 shots he faced during
his play in the game.
Nearing the end of the third
period, Brock finally proved
that they could not be kept down
as Labelle scored his hat trick
with the winning goal with an
assist by Melinko.
Courtesy of The Brock Press
Justin Day's 29 saves were not enough as Brock rallied to beat
Laurier on the strength of Jonathan Labelle's hat antics.
Hockey, please come back?
Chris Van Vliet
Cord Sports
Life without hockey in Canada.
How have we ever survived this
long? I mean after all, it is
Canada's pastime, right? How
does the world continue to turn
even though no hockey is being
played?
Although it may come as a
shock to most fans, hockey itself
isn't gone, the NHL is. There's a
big difference. "Hockey, Please
Come Back" is the tagline for
Molson Canadian's newest cam-
paign. I'm sure you're familiar
with the ad; it's the one featuring
the horrible and funny rendition
of the Boy George and Culture
Club hit from 1982, "Do you real-
ly want to hurt me?" sung by
seemingly heartbroken NHL fans.
This ad is just one example of the
many new campaigns playing on
the current status of the NHL.
This Molson commercial
actually played during the breaks
of TSN's coverage of The World
Junior Hockey Championships. It
seems pretty demeaning to the
calibre of play in the tournament
to air this advertisement smack
dab in the middle of a period. To
say, "Hockey, Please Come
Back" during a hockey game,
especially one of this level, is to
say that the sport that is being
played is not "hockey" as we
know it, and that the only "hock-
ey" that matters is the NHL.
It seems pretty apparent that
so-called "hockey fans" don't
miss hockey at all, they miss the
NHL, and around this neck of the
woods they miss their Toronto
Maple Leafs. It is true that the
World Junior Championships was
followed closely by many, and
Canadian fans did compose the
bulk of the crowd in Grand Forks,
North Dakota during the final
game hut a general interest in
hockey seems to have tapered off
since then.
The Junior tournament may
have filled the void left by the
NHL for the time being and also
raised some patriotism along the
way, but it cannot replace the four
months already lost to the lock-
out. But if hockey itself were
truly missed, fans would be fight-
ing for standing room only tickets
to get the chance to watch any
type of hockey being played.
Junior leagues haven't
seen any increase in
attendance and the
Hawks struggle to fill
even 50 seats.
Instead, junior hockey leagues
like the OHL haven't seen any
increase in attendance and the
Golden Hawks hockey team
struggles to fill even 50 seats at
their games, with most of them
being occupied by friends and
family members. If quality of
play is what fans are concerned
about, they can rest assured
knowing that these teams are
playing a similar calibre to the
wildly popular World Junior
Tournament that just finished. In
fact, many of the players in these
leagues are future NHLers them-
selves.
Simply because the NHL has
some differences to sort out
between the players and owners
does not mean that the world of
hockey has come to a standstill.
The phrase "Hockey, Please
Come Back" makes one assume
that the sport itself has been boy-
cotted or that no one is playing it
at all. The phrase should more
appropriately be "Bring Back The
NHL" or in Toronto, "What ever
will I do without my Maple
Leafs?"
It seems more and more evi-
dent, especially during this NHL
lockout, that hockey isn't
Canada's pastime, but instead
watching the NHL is. While
countless seats at many Canadian
arenas remain empty, hockey fans
seem more concerned with
lamenting for their Don Cherry-
less Saturday nights rather than
actually watching the great hock-
ey that continues to be played.
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GOLDEN HAWK
UPDATE
Week of to
January 10 - 74, 2005
LAST WEEK'S RESULTS
02/05/05
M Basketball 80, York 66
W Basketball 66, York 48
02/07/05
W Hockey 3, McGill 2
M Hockey 4, Brock 5
02/05/05
*
VV Hockey 3, Regina 1
01/09/05
W Hockey 2, Concordia 1
M Hockey 7, Guelph 3
M Basketball 71, Laurentian 63
W Basketball 54, Laurentian 63
UPCOMING HOME GAMES
01/14/05
M&W Basketball vs. Ryerson
6:00 PM, & 8:00 PM
Athletic Complex
01/15/05
M Hockey vs. Waterloo
7:30 PM
Waterloo Rec Complez
M&W Basketball vs. Toronto
6:00 PM, & 8:00 PM
Athletic Complex
www.laurierathletics.com
jQ—CHIROPRACTIC
T}jf/ ON CAMPUS
jP| jj| Covered by WLU Health Plan
WLU HEALTH SERVICES
884-0710 Ext. 3146
t3Months for
+GST
I If you want to lose weight, look great, tune up or'improve for sports, we are the only people to see.
I Sinc e 1979 we're the most trusted and established fitness clubs in Canada. Over 2000staff with university educations and fitness certifications to serve you. We have been
an d w'" con t' nue to be the leader in virtually every intelligent area of fitness.
Clean facilities... Super clean!
I ■ A huge selection of fitness equipment that is scientifically selected to be right for you.
mm Our unique patented Fit-Fix program can provide amazing results in 20 minutes. A|V world leader in all types of fitness classes, many of which are exclusive to GoodLife, for
112 all levels, safe and fun! As we grow from 100 to 200 clubs across Canada we are 100%
■ committed to your fitness and health.
J|B| Memberships transferable!
M- Best fitness for your buck!
J The greatest fitness value.,,period!
GoodLife
FITNESS CLUBS
Makes it easy"
Otfet expres Januory31,2005. Vo&d student 10 reqwsd. See rwese fa dub locations. An Q&iinistrofioß fee of $39 as wtf (K o $19 ami fee wnß be dwiged jotnaig.
Special Projects
Lady Hawks on top of the OUA with
two months left in 2004-2005 season
COLIN DUFFETT
Special Projects Editor
Team Stats
Scoring
1. Meaghan McGrath 173 pts.
3rd in OUA
4th in CIS
2. Kerri Jilesen 98 pts.
3. Sarah Zagorski 84 pts.
4. Maire Guinney 79 pts.
5. Laura Taylor 75 pts.
FG Percentage
1. Rana Poder-O'Bom 52.63
2. Kerri Jilesen 52.44
3. Meaghan McGrath 50.4
4. Laura Taylor 48.33
5. Sarah Zagorski 40
3-Pt. Percentage
1. Meaghan McGrath 48.21
Ist in OUA
6th in CIS
2. Emily Corn-ad 42.86
3. Christine Gibson 38.46
4. Sarah Zagorski 37.04
5. Maire Guinney 18.18
Assists
1. Maire Guinney 33
sth in OUA
12th in CIS
2. Sarah Zagorski 24
3. Meaghan McGrath 18
4. Dee Channer 13
5. Kerri Jilesen 9
Rebounds
1. Dee Channer 27 -39 for 66
2. Meaghan McGrath-16-30 for
46
3. Maire Guinney-15-22 for 37
4. Kerri Jilesen-16-18 for 34
5. Dana Poder-O'Born-10-21 for
31
Blocks
1. Meaghan McGrath 10
2. Sarah Zagorski 3
3. Dee Channer 3
4. Kerri Jilesen 2
5. Maire Guinney 1
Steals
1. Meaghan McGrath 27
6th in OUA
7th in CIS
2. Sarah Zagorski 25
9th in OIJA
10th in CIS
3. Maire Guinney 15
4. Laura Taylor 10
5. Kern Jilesen 10
Upcoming Schedule
January 14 vs Ryerson (3 - 9)
January 15 vs Toronto (8-4)
January 19 vs. McMaster (8-3)
January 22 @ Waterloo (2 - 10)
January 26 vs Brock (8 - 3)
January 29 @ Western (9 3)
February 2 @McMaster (8-3)
February 5 @ Guelph (7 - 3)
February 9 vs Windsor (2 - 9)
February 12 vs Western (9-3)
February 16 @ Brock (8 - 3)
Opposing Players To Watch For
Jodie Ebeling 20 PPG 3.45 Rbs
Sharon Hollingshed 14 PPG, 7
Rbs, 64.0 FG%
Tamarra Alleyne-Gittens 14
PPG, 7.25 Rbs, 10 Blks
Sarah Sterling 13 PPG, 4.8 Rbs,
53.9 FG%
Erin Allen 14 PPG, 6.45 Rbs,
49.6 FG%, 27 Steals
Stu Julius' team finished second
in the OUA last season losing to
Ottawa in the OUA finals. After
competing in two consecutive
CIS tournaments, a feat accom-
plished by only a few select
teams, it was a given that one of
the goals set before the women's
basketball team was to return to
the national championships for
the third straight year.
The basketball season is only
half over but if the first four
months are any indication, then
the chances of a trip to Winnipeg
in March are quite real.
The Golden Hawks have
spent the majority of the first half
of the season on the road playing
teams such as Queen's (7 - 5),
Lakehead (3 - 9), and Laurentian
(9-3). Despite the abundance of
time spent on the road instead of
in the relatively comfortable con-
fines of the Athletic Complex, the
team managed to amass a 9 - 2
record, good enough to be tied for
the best record in the province.
McGrath is in the CIS
top 10 in six different
categories including
field goals, three
pointers and steals,
What follows is a reflection
on the important events and per-
formances of the first half of the
season and a look at what the
team can look forward to in the
second half.
I wish Rafer Alston could shoot
like that!
The women's basketball team is a
scoring juggernaut. They boast
one of the most potent offenses in
the conference, averaging nearly
70 points a game, which is good
enough for second place behind
Laurentian in the OUA.
Part of the reason for the
strong offensive play is third year
guard Meaghan McGrath. At this
point in the season, McGrath
finds herself among the leaders
on her team as well as the country
in nearly every major category.
McGrath is in the CIS top ten in
six different categories including
field goals, three pointers, and
steals.
McGrath has been helped in
part by the strong play of forward
Kerri Jilsen who is averaging 10
points a game, which also hap-
pens to be a career high for the
third year player. In the contest
against York, McGrath and
Jilesen netted 36 of Laurier's 66
points.
The team as a whole is shoot-
ing 42 percent from the field and
36 percent from beyond the arch,
both of which are among the
highest in the league.
Unfortunately, Laurier ranks near
the bottom of the barrel when it
comes to free throws, making
only 60 percent of their attempts.
Converting on free throw
attempts could be the difference
maker down the stretch as they
now start to play teams like
McMaster, Western, and Brock,
all of whom are nipping at the
heals of the Golden Hawks in the
standings.
Basketball Phil's style: One
person in - one person out.
Injuries are a part of any sport. A
player could land the wrong way
and sprain an ankle or turn over
on a knee. The mark of a great
team is being able to deal with the
injuries and play past them. But
so far this season, the injury bug
has hung around the dressing
room like an unwanted groupie.
Wr ith the return of Heather
Sutherland and Dee Channer
expected back soon, Laurier will
have a bigger presence under-
Medic! Medic!
Heather Sutherland - Missed
first half of season due to
injury. Returned in game
against York only to fall and
injure her tailbone. Should be
back in time for games against
Ryerson and Toronto.
Jillian Ritsma - Has only
played two games this season
because of a stress fracture.
She saw limited time in her two
games as she is considered
day-to-day.
Dee Channer - Suffered a con-
cussion against Laurentian and
will be out of action for a few
days.
Maire Guinney - Missed the
game against York because of
an ankle injury but returned to
play against Laurentian
Sarah Zagorski - Tore her ACL
for the second time in her uni-
versity career. The injury puts
Zagorski on the shelf for the
remainder of the season.
neath the basket which will
inevitably improve their rebound-
ing and lead to more scoring and
subsequently more victories. The
injury to Sarah Zagorski leaves a
rather large gap in the Laurier
starting line-up. Players such as
Emily Conrad will be looked at to
step up and fill the hole that has
opened up. For now. Coach
Julius is looking to play point-
guard by committee with guards
Maire Guinney, McGrath and
Conrad all taking turns at the oh-
so-important position.
They're heading down the
home stretch with Laurier lead-
ing by a nose.
If i was a betting man this is
one race that I wouldn't put
money on. In the OUA West
there are four teams within four
points of the Laurier Golden
Hawks and they have to play
them all before the season is over.
This season could realistically
see Laurier finishing first or fifth
depending how Laurier fares in
their contests against Western,
Brock, Guelph and McMaster.
Coach Julius recognizes the
parity within OUA women's bas-
ketball this season. Julius cited
his desire to see his team play
more consistently throughout the
rest of the season, claiming that
certain players will have to step
up their game in the coming
weeks, especially now that
Zagorski is out with an injury.
Laurier's first big challenge
will come on the 19th when they
host McMaster, who is sitting two
points behind them in the stand-
ings. Defeating Mac will go a
long ways towards cementing
their status as the premier team in
the OUA. With all five teams
positioning for two very impor-
tant byes, staying healthy and
playing smart will be Laurier's
saving grace. They have the tal-
ent, now it is just a matter of
proving it.
Name: Dee Channer #21
Position: Forward
Height: 6 0"
Hometown: Hamilton
Scouting Report: A strong
rebounder. She is tough to defend
against when she has the ball
down low.
Name: Keri Jilesen #12
Position: Forward
Height: 61"
Hometown: Port McNicoll
Scouting Report: Her 18 points
against York was a career high.
Has a good shot but could to be
more consistent down low.
Name: Sarah Zagorski # 9
Position: Guard
Height: 5'4"
Hometown: Mount Hope
Scouting Report: Coach Julius
called her the team's quarterback.
She controls the offense and the
tempo of the game.
Name: Maire Guinney #13
Position: Guard
Height:s'9'
Hometown:Newcastlewest,
Munster, IRE
Scouting Report: Was the team's
MVP in 2002. Intelligent player
with the ball, tough on defence.
Ann Weber Kevin Duffy
Position: Assistant Coaches
Scouting report: "They make my
job easy. They do all of the
work." - Coach Stu Julius
All photos courtesy www.laurierathlics.com
First year player Jenna Wolffe, defends against a Trinity Western
player. Laurier played the BC team earlier in the season.
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Student Life
Meditation and all things Buddhist
Monk, Ven Supha Uttho,
discusses his reasons for coming
to Canada and his plans for an
upcoming trip to Thailand
ASHLEY ROSE
Staff Writer
It's not everyday that you see a
Monk walking around a universi-
ty campus, at least not here in
Canada, but if you are a Wilfrid
Laurier student it might not be so
out of the ordinary.
Walking around the campus you
may notice Ven Supha Uttho, also
known as Sam. He was ordained
as a Buddhist novice monk at the
age of thirteen and since then has
studied with renowned Buddhist
masters. After completing the
highest Buddhist education from
Thai Sangha Monastery he
worked as a Buddhist instructor
at Mahamakut Buddhist
University in Bangkok for many
years.
After contacting a meditation
master located in Edmonton, it
took a year for Ven Sam to come
to Canada in 1999. "I wanted to
come to Canada to learn about
Westerners. What they are think-
ing. How they make a living."
When first arriving in Canada
Ven Sam experienced a huge cul-
ture shock with how everyone
talked and acted, but eventually
he realized that, "The people in
Canada are the same as at home,
everyone wants happiness."
Meditation helps to calm the
mind and restore mental clarity
and energy. With all the turmoil
going on in his home country
having to do with the natural dis-
aster of the tsunami, Ven Sam
seeks solace through meditation
and chanting. "That's what I can
do as a Monk," he says.
He is optimistic about the aid
going to the country, but hopes
that it actually gets to where it
needs to be.
With an upcoming trip to
Thailand scheduled for July
2005, one must question if Ven
Sam ever wishes he could return
home but he is quite happy here
in Canada: "As long as I can help
people I feel happy. When I no
longer feel I am helping people I
will have to leave."
"The people in
Canada are the same
as at home, everyone
wants happiness."
- Ven Supha Utto, Buddhist Monk
Ven Sam is setting up the
Thailand trip to take place from
July 1-31 and should include up
to 20 students. The first 15 days
will focus on intense meditation,
dealing with the internal self. The
next fifteen will focus on the
external as students learn about
Thai culture in rural areas. The
hope is to become in tune with
their inner self as well as the
world around them.
A western scholar once said
that in the West we have experi-
enced three ages: agriculture,
industrial and information, but
what is next? Ven Sam is hoping
the spiritual age. Interviews can
be set up with Ven Sam for any
Laurier students interested in par-
ticipating.
Ven Sam is the director of the
MindPower Meditation Centre in
Cambridge and will be bringing
his knowledge to the Laurier
campus through a couple of med-
itation seminars.
The first takes place at Laurier
on January 21, and will be on
Meditation and the Mind.
Numerous research studies have
been done on the mind before and
after meditation showing that
with meditation there is less
activity and therefore more relax-
ation. For students this will help
lower anxiety and stress which
may help obtain better marks.
A second seminar will take
place in April on Meditation and
Business, featuring Steven
Michael. Ven Sam will be asking
students to run the seminar at the
one he instructs in January.
For more information on Ven
Sam or if you wish to contact him
about the Thailand trip you can
reach him at suttho2oos@hot-
mail.com.
Ashley Rose
Pictured above is Buddhist Monk Ven Supha Uttho who is planning a student trip to Thailand which will
focus on meditation having to do with both the internal and external self. Seminars are also planned.
All the cool kids are doing it
Sarah Topple
A day in the life...
Fourteen days, 18 pounds of
food, 300 miles and two festive
celebrations later, we were all
back in Waterloo.
New Year's Resolution #4:
Maintain clean living space. After
blowing the dust off of my com-
puter and giving the place a good
vacuum, 1 sat down and made a
"To Do Better" list for the winter
semester featuring such tasks as
take better notes, cook better
meals, make better effort to
match shirt to pants before leav-
ing the house and so forth. Before
I knew it, it was the weekend
again. So what does everyone do
during the first weekend back to
school? Go out and par-tay!
Which is what myself and an elite
group of like-minded friends had
in mind for Saturday.
The Weezer was blasting, the
makeup was sparkly and the irons
were as hot as Guy Pierce in short
shorts. Yes indeed folks, we were
going to show the Turret the best
time it had seen in at least two
weeks.
New Year's Resolution #8: Go
out and do things that I would
not, ever, EVER normally do. So
that's what I was doing - standing
in a line, surrounded by scantily
clad girls with more makeup than
Dame Edna, waiting to be let
inside. Ten minutes and 4 escape
attempts later, the bouncer man-
ning the door said roughly, "No
more underagers! Return to your
places of origin and think about
all the fun you'd be having if you
were 19." At least, that's what I
heard.
New Year's Resolution #6:
Stop readily admitting defeat. As
the scads of legal personages
rushed past, new plans were
being quickly formulated, "Go to
Wilf's" becoming the most popu-
lar.
'This gave me more
time to wonder who
was having snore fun,
the legals at the
Turret or the
underagers at
Wilf's?"
My posse agreed to the same
and followed the masses to Wilf's
where we were greeted by two
pleasant fellows who happily
took our OneCards, marked on
our hands with chem-tastic black
markers and outfitted each of us
with a fluorescent yellow bracelet
of shame. Then we got to go in
and enjoy all the non-alcoholic
substances we could handle. New
Year's Resolution #2: Stop being
such a smart ass.
After explaining to the wait-
ress that I wanted a strawberry
daiquiri minus the rum, I took a
good look around. There were a
lot of people with bracelets out
and about.
People at the table next to us
were yelling incoherent things to
each other and doing shots of pop
while my table flaunted our
flashy new bracelets and con-
sumed an unhealthy amount of
deep-fried mozzarella (honestly,
who thinks to themselves, "Hmm,
I think I'll dip this piece of cheese
into a pan of boiling fat" ?!?).
This gave me time to wonder who
was having more fun, the iegals at
the Turret or the underagers at
Wilf's?
New Year's Resolution #12:
Arrive at more conclusions. I thus
arrived at the conclusion that
nothing is more fun than sitting
around a table wearing fluores-
cent bracelets of shame and being
uncool on a Saturday night with
several like-minded friends. To
quote Philip Seymour Hoffman in
"Almost Famous", the one true
currency in this bankrupt world is
what you share with someone
when you're uncool. I like to
think that about Saturday nights
during year one of university.
New Year's Resolution #1: Go
out more.
He Said / She Said
Dear He Said/ She Said,
After three years my girlfriend
and I broke up. It was completely
my fault, I cheated on her.
I feel horrible for what hap-
pened and the way I've hurt her;
and I realize that breaking up was
the best thing for us. Our relation-
ship wasn't exactly perfect
before. She was very needy and
didn't quite trust me. She was
constantly questioning what I was
doing and where I was going. The
problem now is that we still want
to get back together one day.
We know it won't be easy, but
if we can start fresh we might
have a chance.
Do you think it's possible for
people to make mistakes in a rela-
tionship and still work things out
in the end?
Sincerely,
Remorseful cheater
He Said...
DAN ROTH
I don't think that getting back
together with your ex is such a
good idea. If she was always on
your case before it's only going to
be worse now.
What ever happened in the
past should stay in the past. If you
can have a friendship with your
ex that's super, but don't feel bad
about not being with her if you
were messing around, just make
sure you learn from your mis-
takes.
I think you should take a
break from the whole relationship
scene, you obviously aren't very
good at the whole commitment
thing.
And since the screwin' around
on her is what got you into this
mess, I think you need to get that
out of your system. Go 'ho it up.
I'm sure there are lots of girls out
there just looking for "fun." I've
heard Louie's offers quite the buf-
fet.
She Said...
LAURIE VANDENHOFF
Well I know that we're all
allowed to make mistakes, I don't
think jumping back into this rela-
tionship, or any relationship for
that matter, is a good idea.
So you screwed up. You've
accepted that and hopefully you
have learned your lesson because
no one should have to go through
what you've put you're girlfriend
through. But take it as a learning
experience and salvage whatever
kind of friendship you can with
this girl.
I don't see a rekindling of
your relationship any time soon,
at least. You mentioned that
you're girlfriend had trust issues
before this, so imagine what it's
going to be like now. If you had
any kind of freedom before, it
would be lost if you tried for a
second time and that's not a good
situation for either of you.
I say enjoy being single for
awhile because you aren't ready
for that kind of commitment right
now. But when you are, hopefully
you'll never make that mistake
again.
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Why do you think voter turnout is so low at WLU?
PAT HAGGART
2ND YEAR
POLITICAL SCIENCE
"I don't think we
should send any-
thing because it's
not my fault and
I'm sick of being
blamed for it"
￿CATHERINE ROBERTSON
2ND YEAR
BUSINESS
"Fundraising, and
heighten awareness
about it"
STEPHAN CHERY
4TH YEAR
BIOLOGY
'Donations, but b/c
we're such a volun-
teer community, a
benefit jam would
be great. That
would be more effi-
cient"
BRYAN WILLEY
2ND YEAR
BUSINESS
"We've (Laurier)
set up a committee
and most campus
clubs are doing
something."
KRISTEN MCLEOD
2ND YEAR
GEOLOGY
'1 think just by raising
money in a conjoined
effort with Red Cross.
Also, getting supplies
to them."
MARY ANNE DICK
3RD YEAR
BIOLOGY
'1 think we should
organize a benefit
concert."
Horoscopes
Happy Bday Capricorn (Dec. 22- Jan. 19)
You may be the centre of attention on
your birthday, but issues going on within
your group of friends may also make
you the person which is supposed to
solve everyone's problems. Don't let
others bring you down on your birthday.
Capritom (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Trying a new creative project may help
you be a little more positive during this
dreary season. By keeping your spirits
up things you are hoping for in your life
will start happening faster. Don't pro-
crastinate.
Luckiest day: January 13.
Aquarius /Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Don't hesitate to use your humour and
charm to get what you are after this
week. There is nothing wrong with being
too nice to people, as long as you're not
trying to intentionally hurt them. Be sure
to write down your goals
Luckiest day: January 18.
Pistes (Feb. 19-Mar. 20)
You are going to be dealing with a lot of dif-
ferent people over the next while. Make
sure you treat each person as equally as
the next. Everyone you're dealing with right
now will remember how you treated them,
so be nice.
Luckiest day: January 14.
Aries (Mar. 2 I-Apr. I9) f> *(*! f' %
A stressful situation could leave you feel-
ing trapped and alone. If this occurs you
will have to deal with one issue at a time
until everything is resolved. Don't hesitate
to consult friends or family for advice.
Luckiest day: January 13.
Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20)
You are going to have to focus on what
goals you want to achieve this year and
re-arrange your life so you can reach
them. Don't let childish gossip effectyour daily life, people around you maybe jealous of you.
Luckiest day: January 14.
Gemini (May 2 I -June 2l)
You are going to have to make a big
decision this week. Don't hesitate on
progressing with tasks you have been
working on for a while. Friends and fam-
"y are around to help you out with what-
ever advice or support you need.
Luckiest day: January 13.
Censer (June 22-july 22)
You are going to have to make a big
decision this week. Don't hesitate on
progressing with tasks you have been
working on for a while. Friends and
family are around to help you out with
whateveradvice or support you need.
Luckiest day: January 13.
Leo iJuly 23-August 22)
You're going to be in one of your moods
this week. Don't let that affect your play-
fulness with others. Just because you
may not be feeling the best doesn't
mean that everyone around you should
be feeling down too.
Luckiest day: January 17.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Friends or family could be doing some-
thing special for you this week. Don't be
suspicious of anyone who is being nicer
than normal. No one is up to something,
just enjoy the fact that people aren't
quarrelling with each other.
Luckiest day: January 14.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
You must keep working away at the task
at hand. Even if you are unsure if it is
what you are supposed to be doing. The
final result will be worth the extra effort
you put into any project. Try to think
more positively.
Luckiest day: January 13.
$mrp"m (Oct 23-Nov. 2 a ■- '•
You are going to be getting busier in the
next few weeks; You must remember to
take one step at a time when working
towards your goals. Make sure that you
are finishing up your current work before
moving onto something new.
Luckiest day: January 12.
Sagittarius (Nov -. Dec 21) - '
Your work load isn't going to
let up any time soon. You must remain
persistent and keep plugging away with
whatever you are doing. You will be
reaching your goais soon, but you must
stay focussed.
Luckiest day: January 16.
Daniel Roth is a Journalism gradu-
ate of Conesiogp. College and is cur-
rently a Communication Studies
student at "dfrid fxt He has
studied Astrology and other topics
of thai genre for almost, ten years.
Food for Thought
LAURIE SADOWSKI
Food Critic
Like the palindrome name,Hannah's Bella Bistro's din-
ing experience had the exact
same beginning and ending -
delicious.
The atmosphere is simply
awesome - with jazz tunes play-
ing in the background, great table
presentations and excellent staff,
it's far from most restaurants I've
been to - especially in the K-W
region.
With an impressive wine list,
it was already clear that this place
exudes pure class. I highly rec-
ommend Black Opal Cabernet
($33 for a bottle) as a wine to
compliment almost any meal at
Hannah's.
Our meal began with some
fresh garlic-buttered bread,
served with roasted red pepper
aioli - a light sauce perfect for
dipping and topped with fresh
cherry tomatoes and herbs.
Appetizers
Tapas Platter - $25-30
A unique way to combine many
tastes in one meal, the platter
consists of a variety of appetizers.
You can mix and match items
from the menu, or the kitchen
will prepare you their specialities.
Individual servings of these appe-
tizers are about $10 each. Our
choices included:
Bruschetta
A mix of sweet and zesty, thin
slices of toasted French bread
was generously topped with
herbed chevre, caramelized
onions, balsamic marinated
tomatoes and fresh basil. With
my Italian roots, I have to admit,
this was one of the best tastes of
this Italian dish I've encountered.
Bistro Salad
Includes baby greens, sun dried
fruit and almonds all mixed in a
Dijon vanilla balsamic dressing.
The tastes intermingled exquis-
itely and the vanilla was an
authentic taste that stands above
any regular signature salad.
Riviera Salad
My favourite of all of the combi-
nations: juicy grilled portabello
mushrooms, tender artichoke
hearts, red and green peppers,
oven dried tomatoes, sweet
onions, and chevre, all mixed in a
balsamic dressing, served warm
on spinach.
Calamari
Served with a tomato corn salsa,
the fresh squid was tender and
without batter. In general, I am
not squid's number one fan, but
the delicious salsa made it slide
down like chocolate pudding.
Chicken Satay
Marinated on bamboo and served
with a peanut sauce that I could
have eaten like soup, these skew-
ers were melt-in-our-mouths fan-
tastic.
Entree
Because our meal was specially
prepared for us, my guest and I
enjoyed the same heavenly din-
ner. The chef incorporated a few
of their signature dishes (the tuna
and salmon) to create a superior
meal.
The dish was an Atlantic
salmon filet ($26), as fresh as
I've ever tasted, surrounded with
seared tuna. Hugged closely by
fresh pancetta bacon, it relaxed in
a pool of baby spinach and grilled
vegetables and was coated in an
amazing caviar truffle cream
sauce. Its throne was a massive
pineapple slice, grilled and allud-
ing to all of the flavours of the
dish.
"The presentation makes it
taste even better, if that's even
possible," my guest noted.
Dessert
The desserts change daily and
they just have a verbal menu
Today the selections were lemos
cheesecake, a cinnamon choco
late truffle, and creme brulee ($£
each). The cheesecake was
creamy and light, with just the
right hint of lemon. The choco-
late truffle did not have much of a
cinnamon taste, but the chocolate
was delicious nonetheless. The
creme brulee was creamy and
tasty, although a little runnier
than most.
Hannah's Bistro, like many
privately owned restaurants,
makes food fresh right when you
order. Because of this, meals take
time. Be patient and the outcome
will no doubt be fantastic.
I recommend Hannah's Bistro
as the perfect Valentine's Day
destination. Dim lighting, sub-
stantial wine selection and excel-
lent meals and service all bevy
towards this restaurant as a great
date location.
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Entertainment
The Billboard Top 50's terrible cycle
Chris Collie
On Another Note
After the holiday season isover, and the gift-giving has
been completed, one can always
see how the top 50 albums on the
Billboard music charts might
reap a huge explosion in sales.
These are the same CDs that
sit right by the counter at the
mega music stores, 100 copies of
each stacked like perfect soldiers
against the wall - with a special
selection advertised by sweeping
banner advertisements hanging
across the store's outer wall.
And behind this type of prod-
uct organization, a very specific
strategy exists - transferred men-
tally to the public as: "The same
albums everyone else bought, are
the ones that you should buy...
not just for yourself, but for
everyone who resides on your
shopping list! Don't worry about
taking a risk on something differ-
ent... just play it safe. These
albums are right here in front of
you! And there's no way it will be
a dud if three million other copies
have been sold [eg. Ashlee
Simpson], So please, for every-
one's sake, buy in the Top 50."
Well as an individual, go look
through the Top 50. See a whole
bunch of stuff you're just dying
to get in there? Probably not. For
me, it's about 1 album out of
every ten. Roughly one percent of
the list I wouldn't be terribly
insulted to receive, and might
consider purchasing if I couldn't
find a damn other thing in the
store that day. The other 90 per-
cent, is just boring and mundane
drool, drumming up little-to-no
thoughts of positive purchasing
behaviour. Then why do these top
50 albums all sell in the 500
thousand to multiple millions of
copies range if people feel this
way?
It's because everyone ends up
with an album or two from this
list anyway, whether they want to
or not, and that adds up like wild-
fire. People can't resist when they
just won't go away - staring all of
those relatives out shopping for
you on December 24 in the face,
with the wry smile of an object
that knows it has you cornered.
The top 50 albums are the most
hyped, the most marketed, the
most shipped, sit in the best loca-
tions, and come at the most high-
ly discounted price. Those weary
shoppers tired from days of wan-
dering in oblivion within the mar-
ketplaces of commerce don't
stand a chance - and therefore
neither do you. Everyone will get
sheir piece of the top 50. You'll
likely even grab one for yourself
on Boxing Day.
And this sucks. Ninety per-
cent of these albums are not that
good, received little to no critical
acclaim, and equate to basically
hyper-exposed mediocrity that
most of us could do without. But
they make it to you regardless -
either as a gift from someone
who finds it at Best Buy for $12
by the front door, or because the
NOFX Punk in Drublic album
you really want is never in stock,
or costs $27. It's a big cycle. If
the industry believes that
stripped-down drool is what we
really want, it'll flood the market
with it. Then after you get bashed
over the head with it , you'll end
up with something.
And to make matters worse,
media such as radio, television,
and print publications heighten
this phenomenon by doing the
most coverage of what's selling
and what we apparently want
more of - that stupid top 50. Even
though, maybe we don't. It just
finds us before we find what
we'd really like.
It's like this giant reciprocal
web of musical doom that makes
what's big even bigger and
what's small impossible to hear
about, unless you're super into
the scene. Or maybe it doesn't
really matter, because those
music snobs like Jack Black's
character from High Fidelity
wouldn't let you buy the good
shit anyways - unless you
answered three skill testing ques-
tions beforehand because you're
a music loser. Kelly Clarkson,
wait up!
Contributed Photos
No one actually wants CDs by Kelly Clarkson and Ashlee Simpson,
yet somehow they end up in the CD collections of millions of people.
Ananthari Sundaresan
This highly scientific infographic shows the ratio of shitty music to good music in the Billboard Top 50.
The Aviator flies high with Scorsese at controls
BRAD SKELTON
Movie Critic
About 20 minutes into The
Aviator you realize that Martin
Scorsese is perhaps the only per-
son who could make this film. It
contains all the multitudes of
Howard Hughes, the billionaire,
film-maker, pilot and aircraft
designer, womanizer, obsessive-
compulsive, hypochondriac,
eventual recluse and all-around
eccentric. Who else but Scorsese
could film a large portion of this
man's life and make it seem both
epic and intimate?
One of the most surprising
aspects of the film is that it
moves so comfortably between a
broader historical context and
moments delving into the subjec-
tive mindset of Hughes. This
probably shouldn't be anything
too shocking from the director of
Raging Bull and GoodFellas,
but in the past decade Scorsese's
work has been so wildly uneven,
varying from good but unexcep-
tional films to a couple that could
be counted among his worst, that
his most recent opus becomes a
joyous reminder of just how good
movies can be when Scorsese is
at the top of his game.
The Aviator begins with
Hughes as a young man who has
just come to Hollywood with
aspirations of being a film-maker.
Already wealthy and running his
late father's Houston-based tool
company, Hughes attempts to
work outside of the studio system
in Hollywood by financing his
film, Hell's Angels (1931), most-
ly with his own money.
Hughes lived every
film geek's dream...
bedding some of the
most famous women
in America.
The filming of Hell's Angels
takes three years, and Hughes'
fanatical perfectionism shows
itself as he delays production so
that he can film the movie's
famous dogfight against a back-
drop of clouds (the clouds will
help indicate how fast the air-
planes are really moving, but
clouds aren't easy to find in the
California desert); later, as the
movie is nearing completion,
Hughes again goes to extravagant
expense so that he can re-film
large chunks of Hell's Angels to
make it a "talkie." This essential-
ly dictates the pattern of Hughes'
dual careers in film and aviation
as he spends insane amounts of
money to prove that his seeming-
ly mad visions can be made real.
It's easy to see why Scorsese,
being the cinephile that he is,
finds Hughes so fascinating:
Hughes lived every film geek's
dream, making the most elabo-
rate independently financed films
of all time while pursuing other
hobbies like bedding some of the
most beautiful and famous
women in America. Of Hughes'
renowned lovers, Katharine
Hepburn and Ava Gardner are the
most prominent figures in the
film, played by Cate Blanchett
and Kate Beckinsale respectively.
Beckinsale is very good and
bears a stunning resemblance to
Gardner, but it is Cate Blanchett's
Hepburn who steals every one of
her scenes; of all the actresses
who have tried to impersonate
Hepburn over the years, only
Blanchett has captured her per-
sonality so accurately.
The other supporting roles
are filled well, especially by Alec
Baldwin as Pan American airlines
president Juan Trippe, one of
Hughes' key adversaries after
Hughes buys TWA. Even with all
of the terrific supporting per-
formances, however, Hughes
remains the driven centre of the
story and Scorsese finds a leading
man who is willing to dive head-
long into the role in Leonardo
DiCaprio. After being badly mis-
cast in Scorsese's last film, Gangs
of New York, DiCaprio does the
best work of his career here, cap-
turing all of Hughes' quirks,
doing the disparate tasks of living
the life of America's wealthiest
playboy and becoming a great
innovator in the field of aircraft
design, all while slowly growing
more consumed by his paranoid
phobias. Watching Hughes' psy-
chological crackup reminded me
of Travis Bickle's gradual
descent into madness in
Scorsese's Taxi Driver.
The Aviator is pure entertain-
ment even if you know nothing
about Howard Hughes, and man-
ages to effortlessly blend
Scorsese's aesthetic sensibilities
with mainstream Hollywood.
Scorsese captures all the high-
lights of Hughes' life, from his
love of flying to his obsession
with Jane Russell's breasts, and
the movie whips past with a skill
and enthusiasm we haven't seen
from Scorsese since GoodFellas.
I wish I could go on, but why
bother? Just see the film.
Contributed Photo
No Doubt's Gwen Stefani makes a cameo as Jean Harlow alongside
Leonardo DiCaprio's Howard Hughes.
20
Wednesday January 12, 2005 - The Cord Weekly
Rap and rock - think outside the music box
Leo Yu
Staff Writer
So what kind of music do youlisten to? The answer to that
question for most people would
be "pretty much everything."
But is that really true? When
people ask me that exact ques-
tion, I tell them I mostly listen to
hip hop and R & B, but I also lis-
ten to rock as well. The problem
with the popular reply of "pretty
much everything" is that it's
impossible to like every genre of
music. By saying that you like
"pretty much everything", it
essentially eliminates the stereo-
types about what kind of person
you are because of the music you
actually prefer over the others.
This is where I have a problem
with that ideology.
There is a general misunder-
standing as to what rap is. For
people that just listen to rock,
many think rap is all about some
guy that talks about sex, drugs
and violence over a beat. And you
know what? That's true to a cer-
tain extent, but not 100 percent
correct. What was just described
is mostly commercial rap or
gangsta rap but these are only a
couple of the different types of
rap music out there.
I find the music on the radio
and TV misrepresents rap music
totally, as almost all mainstream
rappers only get exposure on
songs that talk about sex, drugs
and violence, with the exception
of Kanye West this past year. Just
think of artists such as Chingy,
Nelly, the entire G-Unit and Lil'
Jon and you get my point. These
artists know what they are doing
and should be ashamed of them-
selves, but they know this is what
sells in the mainstream market.
Think about it: where do you hear
rap music mostly? In clubs, or
wherever people can shake their
badunkadunk, because most of
the commercially successful rap
has a beat you could dance to. No
one wants to dance to a song that
tells you something relevant.
Even rock songs that you can
dance to talk about useless things.
It's these new rap acts that came
out from the late 90s and the new
millennium that is changing what
hip hop music was all about to
begin with.
I personally prefer listening to
conscious rappers or rap songs
that have meaningful lyrics (yes
they do exist, they're just not
commercially popular). Rap acts
such as Kanye West, Talib Kweli,
Mos Def, Common and K-Os are
attempting to bring back to the
public the true essence of hip
hop: the voice for the streets. Rap
started out as a way for rappers to
keep the public aware of what is
going in our society - the struggle
of the ghetto and the social injus-
tices in our system. However, this
form of music wasn't commer-
cially successful until the late 90s
when rap music turned into a full-
blown circus embodied by rich
clowns. When ladies dance to
lyrics such as "To the sweat drop
down my balls/to all these bitch-
es crawl/to all skeet skeet moth-
erfucker/all skeet skeet got
damn" (Skeet means semen by
the way), you can start to under-
stand why rap music has been
given such a negative image.
When songs that include impor-
tant lyrics like "You think life's
all about smoking weed and
ice/you don't wanna be my age
and can't read and write" from
Nas' "I Can" don't get much air-
play, it's hard for the casual rap
listeners to see the diversity of
issues addressed in rap.
However, rap isn't the only
music that is misunderstood, as
rock has taken its hit from the
media as well. For many people
that just listen to rap, all they
think of when they think of rock
is that it is some maniac scream-
ing his head off with heavy gui-
tars or some loner whining about
his troubled childhood. Once
again, of course, this isn't what
all rock is about. Fortunately for
the dedicated rock listeners, the
media have been giving airtime
to many different types of rock
acts, from bands such as
Audioslave to Yellowcard, so we
are able to see the diversity with-
in the rock genre. However, I feel
that some of the more credible
rock acts like Muse, Franz
Ferdinand, and Arcade Fire
deserve more airplay than some
of the other mainstream bands. I
would have to agree that rock
songs are easier to sing along
with, but you don't have to sing
along to a song for it to be appre-
ciated as well. Music is music,
whether it is accompanied by
spoken words or singing, or is
just instruments.
No one should judge a kind of
music based on certain groups in
the commercial masses. How
would you like it if I judged rock
music based solely on groups like
Simple Plan, Nickelback, Blink
182 or Good Charlotte? How
about defining rap with acts like
50 Cent, Eminem, Snoop Dogg
or Lil' Jon? What I am trying to
get at is that you shouldn't judge
a type of music until you fully
understand the layers within the
genre. A wise man once said
"Music is the soundtrack of your
life," so feel free to explore the
different types of music out there
and I guarantee you will find
something in all kinds of genres
that you can relate to.Contributed Photo
Rock isn't all about Blink 182.
Contributed Photo
...and hip hop isn't all about Lil'
Jon.
Ear
CANDY
To coincide with Chris Collie's
opinion piece, Ear Candy this
week takes a look at the best and
the worst currently on
Billboard's Hot 100 singles
chart.
"Drop It Like It's Hot" -
Snoop Dogg ft. Pharrell (#3
on the chart)
So this song is based around a
beat that consists of someone
making clicking noises with their
mouth. It sounds stupid but it's
not. It's fantastic. This beat plus
Snoop's trademark drawl equals
laid-back at its best. Then once
it's got you hypnotized, a giant,
doom-filled synth fill explodes
out of your speakers, forcing you
to pay attention.
"Soldier" - Destiny's Child
(#5)
Destiny's Child singing about
being "street"? Good Lord. On
top of that, the lyrics are so far
from anything they sang about on
"Independent Women" ~~ here
they're looking for men who can
look after them. If you're going
to have lame lyrics, you need to
at least have good music behind
them. And this song certainly
does not: unremarkable is the
best way to describe it.
"My Boo" - Usher ft. Alicia
Keys (#6)
Record label Saddle Creek
praises their band The Good Life
by saying that their songs are the
kind that have that one excellent
part that you wait for every time.
In the case of "My Boo" this is
not a good thing, because that
one excellent part is the only
really good part of the song. It's
OK and I don't hate it, but it
doesn't grab me until right near
the end when Alicia Keys finally
gets to show off her voice.
Watching the video makes me
wish they had kept "Bad Girl"
(that little snippet at the begin-
ning) going for the whole video,
rather than this song.
"Since U Been Gone" - Kelly
Clarkson (#32)
Ignore the annoying use of
"U" rather than spelling out the
word in the title and the
American Idol, manufactured
pop-star aspect of this song.
Once you get past those things,
it's actually a good song. The
verse and chorus vocal melodies
are impossibly catchy, there's a
sweet guitar-only break in the
middle and unlike with Ashlee
Simpson or Lindsay Lohan, we
know Clarkson can actually sing.
-Carly Beath
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Page O' Fun
Fraser's Crossword
Across:
1. Band, Anti-
5. 'Is Not' contraction
9. One who helps
10. Worf's station
13.A dock
14. Inert gas
15. 17th Greek letter
16. Small, miniscule
17. One that excites
18. To affirm
20. Repeats heard in valley
23. Room in Greek temple
26. 'as well as' synonym
28. Large, marine bird
29. Wicker tc 01-basket
30. Where to leave
31. Small violins
32. Capitol
33. Haf at dusk
37. Valley or gulley
40. Relief money
41. Something mentioned
before
45. Smallest unit of matter
46. Last word
47. Japanese wrestling
48. Stranger, foreigner
49. Boast, exclaim
Down:
1. Spinning blades
2. An un-truth
3. A farewell
4. Commander of all armies
5. One who mimics
6. Ancient French coin
7. Negative prefix
8. Attempt to do
10. Lord of the Rings evil species
11. 21st Greek letter
12. Drunkard
18. What is at the top of the
mountain [2 words]
19. To bring about
21. Financial expenditures
22. Exceed or surpass
24. Organic Brain Syndrome
25. American collegiate tests
26. Second person singular and
plural and first and third person
plural present indicative of be.
27. Smoked salmon
34. No or Not
35. Jumble of sounds
36. Strange or bizarre
37. Turtle or Carnuba
38. Past tense of eat
39. Mob boss
42. Pair
43. Large land-bird
44. Witty remark
Weekly Bad Drawing By Pete Cram
Last Week's Answers
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What did I do when I saw
my first term marks?
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Arts
Cliffnotes: Arts events
from the edge... ofK-W
Satiety
WLU Fine Arts grad will give a
reception for his exhibition,
Satiety, currently on display in
the Robert Langen Gallery, on
Wednesday, January 12 at 4pm.
A twin, but not the evil kind
After a long wait, the Princess
Twin Cinemas will hold its
Grand Gala Opening on Friday,
January 14. From 6-Bpm, you
can browse the new facility,
including the Gallery Indigena
and Loop Clothing. From 8-
10pm, the cinemas will host a
special sneak preview of The
House of Flying Daggers. Seats
will be available on a first-
come, first-serve basis. Need I
mention the complimentary
refreshments? The new cinemas
are located at 46 King St. N., in
Uptown Waterloo.
Who would have thought the
Requiem would be a relief?
Another reminder that the
Kitchener-Waterloo
Philharmonic Choir and the
Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony
will be holding a Tsunami Relief
Concert on Sunday January 16
at Kitchener's Centre in the
Square. Admission is free, but
donations will be accepted.
Organizers of the concert hope
to raise $100,000 for the
Mennonite Central Committee,
a charitable relief development
and peace organization. Howard
Dyck will conduct the 135-voice
choir and ensemble as they per-
form Mozart's "The Requiem."
On the two and four
Ron Schirm and Jane Gingerich
direct the WLU Jazz Ensemble
and Jazz Choir in their perform-
ance on Sunday, January 16 at
3pm in the Maureen Forrester
Recital Hall.
Laurier grad's documentary
to be screened at Princess
WLU Fine Arts graduate
Marshall Ward directs "Love
Will Set You Free," Jay
Semko: An Approach to
Songwriting. The film docu-
ments Canadian musician Jay
Semko's three-day studio ses-
sion as he writes a song for his
new album. Debuting at the
Princess Cinema on Thursday,
January 20 at 9pm, the docu-
mentary will be followed by a
performance by Semko himself.
Contributed Photo
Marshall Ward's acrylic on canvas, exhibit, Satiety, is currently on dis-
play in the Robert Langen Gallery.
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Semko's studio romp
STEFAN SEREDA
Arts Editor
\CorrfArtsReAi ew
If you want to see a WLU FineArts grad applying their
degree, go to the Princess Cinema
on Thursday, January 20 at 9 pm
and catch "Love Will Set You
Free," Jay Semko: An
Approach to Songwriting. If
you want a rewarding film expe-
rience though, you might have to
go another time and catch a
movie with a less awkward title.
Laurier Alumnus Marshall
Ward directs a documentary
about songwriter Jay Semko, for-
merly of the Northern Pikes, who
still occasionally gigs with the
band, as he sets about writing and
recording the first song on his yet
to be released album, Red Berry
Lake. For those of you too young
to remember the early '90s, the
Northern Pikes emerged out of
Saskatoon and released the dou-
ble platinum Snow in June, with
hits such as "Kiss Me You Fool"
on this side of the border. Semko
quit in the middle of the decade to
release solo material, his new
album being his first release in
nine years.
Based on what I've gathered
from the documentary, I don't
think Red Berry Lake will find
its way into my stereo. Semko is
more up my Dad's alley. That
being said, this film is only for
Semko fans, and since the vast
majority of Laurier students are
busy dropping it like its hot and
dealing with their 99 problems, I
doubt this film will appeal to the
student body.
There is little to be learned
from this movie. An Approach
to Songwriting taught me noth-
ing about the songwriting or
recording process, other than a
few of Semko's personal prefer-
ences. For example, stored some-
where in my brain is the knowl-
edge that Semko uses a light pick,
which might prove useful in an
argument between a Semko fan
and myself in a far-off parallel
universe. With adjectives such as
"jingly-jangly" to describe his
guitar tones, I didn't learn much
about Semko's music either.
Despite the high-
octane drama of
Brianna missing her
cues, I caught myself
thumbing through
Spin halfway through
the fiim.
Some of the artist's idiosyn-
crasies are revealed throughout,
such as his perception of his
Martin guitar as one of his best
friends, and the declaration,
"Thunderbirds are go" he uses to
kick off the recording session.
Still, these moments, along with
his personal relationships with
composer/producer Ross
Nykiforuk and singer/song-
writer/niece Brianna George are
not enough to carry the picture.
Despite the high-octane drama of
Brianna missing her cues and
failing to harmonize with "Uncle
Jay," but then overcoming this
obstacle, I caught myself uncon-
sciously thumbing through the
new issue of Spin halfway
through the film's twenty-three
minute duration.
Twenty-three minutes of a
lesser-known musician docu-
menting a three-day session for
his new album. Similar fare could
be experienced from the comfort
of your home by tuning into TVO
or any number of Canadian cable
channels. For a theatre to charge
full admission price to see a
twenty-three minute documen-
tary would practically be stealing,
so the Princess is following up
the film with a performance by
Semko. You'll probably have to
stick around through the extras to
see this though, which include a
segment where Semko compares
his song, "New Day," to older
Bob Dylan epics.
So if you ever dreamed of get-
ting it on with that snotty girl
from your high school out in the
trusty woods to the early-'9os
rock stylings of "She Ain't Pretty
(She Just Looks that Way)," go
see this movie. If you want to see
a live performance, this might not
be a bad idea. Coming from
Laurier graduate Ward, however,
this film is testimony to how
badly this school could use a
hands-on filmmaking program,
since it is not one of the more
interestingly shot or assembled
student films out there.
Contributted Photo
Jay Semko, apparently giving his Martin guitar some sort of oral
lovin' right in the studio.
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Kinsey( 4A) s7oo& 9 30 AWARDED thebest cinemas in
Sat-Thur. 6:45 & 9:00. Sat/Sun 2:00 KW &¥ ECHO MAGAZINE'
Finding Neverland (PG)
I Heart HuckabeesuA)
A Very Long Engagement (iba) -
~
Fri,Sat Mon 7:00 Sun 1:15, & 6:45,
Cannes 2004 Advertising
Festival <pg)
Fri, Sat, Mon 9:45, Sat Mat. 2:35
Sun.4:oo & 9:35 Tues-Wed 7:00
The Story of the BaBISWWaBIaJWeeping Camel (G)
Thrus 7:00. Fri & Sat 5:00
Core/ Arts: poison free since 1926.
m 1' ~«■*-■j^jfpLid^iUll
»
"
i
"** PF" ■ "ip^isl■I .JK-: r -;' MSSHI
aMg»-a .•' . jc- ■; fc'J
1
' " :r" ;
''^
■^y.
